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Alexander Calder
Presentation Outline
Poster #18 & 2
· Alexander Calder, known to his friends as Sandy.  He was a bear of a man with a good nature, a good heart and a vivid imagination.  He always wore a red flannel shirt, even to fancy events.  Red was his favorite color, “I think red’s the only color.  Everything should be red.”

· He was born on July 22, 1989 just outside of Philadelphia

· Calder is probably one of the most well-know sculptors of the 20th century and is credited with creating several new art forms – mobile and stabile

· He came from a family of artists.  His mother was a well-known painter and his father & grandfather were sculptors

· In Philadelphia you can see sculpture from 3 generations of Calders.  Ghost created by Alexander Calder hangs in the Philadelphia Museum of Art in the Grand Hall.  Further down the street is the Logan Square Fountain crated by his father, Alexander Stirling Calder and even further down the street on the top of Philadelphia’s City Hall is the Statue of William Penn made by Alexander Calder’s grandfather, Alexander Milne Calder.

· He moved around a lot as a child, but he always had a workshop wherever he live

· He played with mechanical toys and enjoyed making gadgets and toy animals out of scraps

· He had a keen mechanical mind and was fascinated with the plants and how machines worked.  

· Calder didn’t want to be an artists, instead he got his college degree in 1919 in mechanical engineering

· He began a series of engineering jobs, none of which really interested him 

· He decided that he wanted to be an artist after all

Poster #5
· In 1923 Calder entered a New York art school called Art Students League

· He studied with a teacher who encouraged him to draw with a continuous non-stop line.  The idea intrigued him and he practiced the technique and found he was good at it.

· This technique would foreshadow his later work where he “drew with wire”

· Look at these circus drawings and you can see the technique and how it evolved to his wire art

· He went all over in New York drawing and painting

· He especially like the animals at the Central Park Zoo

· In 1923 he also went to the Ringling Brothers and Barnum Bailey Circus.

· He made sketches to sell to newspapers (see sketch on bottom)

· He was fascinated with the circus and went almost every night for 2 weeks

· He was so enchanted he decided to create his own circus

· In 1926 he went to Paris to study painting

Poster #4 & 3 – Calder’s Circus
· Using his past experience Calder created a toy circus of his own in his free time

· He made lots of characters, the tent, even a stretcher bearer for the injured characters

· They were made out of wire, cloth, cork, leather, string and wood

· Most of the toys moved with levers and strings and could do things like throw spears or swing on the trapeze.  They looked just like the real thing when they moved.

· In 1927 he had the first performance of Cirque Calder.  He placed all the toys together, made sounds effects, played music and performed with his toy circus.  He repeated the performance many times.

· He packed all the pieces in 5 suitcases and lugged them all over doing performances in France and back home in U.S.  (see book Roarr Calder’s Circus )

Poster #6 & 7
· Calder became interested in making three-dimensional figures out of wire using his experience as a child and art education.  He made wire portraits of people 

?
Do you see how these wire portraits look like his one-line drawings?

· Many of the people who came to see his Circus were famous artists and they helped Calder get his first art show.

· Two of those artists were Joan Miró and Piet Mondrian 

Poster #8, 10, 1 & 14
· One day when he was visiting Mondrian’s studio he got an idea.  Mondrian worked with geometric blocks of color.  (see Venezia book marked Mondrian).  He had a number of colored shapes hanging on his wall.  Calder was fascinated with them and commented “these are nice but wouldn’t it be fun if they could move?”

· He realized he could use abstract shapes to make his art.  He went back to his studio and began to experiment

· He took found objects, painted them then attached them with wire, which he attached to a hidden motor that would move the objects.

· Sculptures that move are known at KINETIC Sculpture.

· Calder’s friend Marcel Duchamp saw this invention and named it a MOBILE since it moved.

· Later he eliminated the motors and just let the air move the pieces.  He designed the various parts to move in certain ways.  Sometimes the parts never touched, sometimes they set off a chain reaction of the parts.

· He continued experimenting with various methods.  Pomegranate shows how he balanced the sculpture.  He spent a great deal of time getting the sculpture balanced 

· He made more than 1,000 mobiles.  Some others stand on a pedestal (like those on these posters)

Poster # 9, 16, 17 & 11
· Others hang from the ceiling, (like on these 3 posters)

· Many of you know poster 16, it hangs in the atrium of the East Wing of the National Gallery

· Finnny Fish is an example of Calder’s sculpture using found objects (also at National Gallery)

· He used found objects especially during wartime when supplies were limited.

Poster #12 & 13
· Calder also made sculptures that did not move.  His friend. Jean Arp, another artist, dubbed these sculptures, STABILES since they did not move.  Both the term mobile and stabile are now common terms in sculpture.  

· When he started these stabiles they were small.  They got larger but still fit in a building.  Over time they become as large as a building and had to be placed outdoors.  This presented another set of challenges.

· He used all his engineering skill to plan these large stabiles.  

· He worked with a metal shop to create 

Poster #15
· Calder designed a lot of other things also including silverware for his house, jewelry for his wife and friends, toys for his children and grandchildren.

· He also painted, illustrated books, designed fabric and wallpaper.

· He even designed a decoration for a plane for Braniff Airlines. (see Broudon book)

· Calder died in 1976 at the age of 78.  Everyone that knew him missed him immensely but he left a large legacy behind him in his work.  We can enjoy his work and marvel at his imagination.  

Alexander Calder

American Artist

1898-1976

· Alexander “Sandy” Calder was born in Lawnton, Pennsylvania in 1898.  Both his father and grandfather were famous sculptors and his mother was a painter.  From the time he was a little boy, he was fascinated by the stars and planets and how machines worked.  He grew up to be an artist who loved to have fun, and invented a brand new, fun, and exciting art using the things that interested him.

· At first, Calder went to The Stevens Institute of Technology to study mechanical engineering, where he learned about designing engines and machines.  However, he found the jobs he had after school to be dull and tedious.  He was then encouraged to attend the Art Students League where a teacher taught him to draw with a continuous, non-stop line.  He soon discovered that he loved to draw and paint.  Years later, he used the idea of drawing with a non-stop line using wire and tried to make a single piece of wire go as far as possible.  

· Calder started making clever, funny toys with moveable parts.  While on an assignment to make drawings of the circus for a magazine, he became fascinated by the trapeze rigs and safety nets and how they worked.  The circus inspired many of his later works of art; so much so that he began making his own circus characters out of wire, cloth, corks, and string.  He eventually created 55 little circus figures that could actually do things; he would put on shows and give circus parties for his friends.  It soon became known as “Calder’s Circus”.

· Calder used wire and useless scrap to make many sculptures, combining them so that they didn’t look like junk anymore.  Most of all, he enjoyed working with wire.  He could draw a picture with wire more easily that most people draw a picture with a pencil.  He was interested in making 3-dimensional figures, or portraits, out of wire.

· Calder was influenced by two artists, Joan Miró and Piet Mondrian.  He liked the colorful blobs and squiggly shapes in Miró’s paintings and loved Mondrian’s neat, mechanical lines and pure colors.  He thought it would be fun to make the large colorful shapes of Mondrian’s paintings move around through space somehow.  This is where the idea for the first mobile came from.

· Calder became the first artist to hang a sculpture from the ceiling and create a mobile.  Mobiles are different because they act as though they are alive, which is an example of a kinetic sculpture.  Kinetic sculpture is sculpture that contains moving parts powered by hand, air, or a motor.  Any movement in one part of the mobile causes other parts of the mobile to react.  Calder usually made his mobiles out of abstract metal shapes and painted them with his favorite colors.

· Calder also made sculptures that stood still, these were called stabiles.  A stabile is a strong sculpture made of sheet metal that stands still on the ground, it doesn’t move like a mobile but it allows you to walk around and under it.  Even though Calder’s stabiles are abstract shapes, they often remind people of gigantic insects, birds or prehistoric animals.

· Alexander Calder became one of the most famous artists of the 20th century and his idea of making fun, colorful shapes move naturally in the air changed the way people thought about sculpture forever.

Vocabulary

kinetic sculpture


mobile



stabile


Resources

Children’s Books – Alexander Calder, Mike Venezia; Roarr: Calder’s Circus, Maira Kalman; Circus, Charles Sullivan

Other Books – The Essential Alexander Calder, Howard Greenfeld; Calder Sculpture, Alexander S.C. Rower; Calder: Mobilist/Ringmaster/Innovator, David Bourdon; Calder, Gérard-Georges Lemaire; Calder Creatures:  Great and Small, Jean Lipman; Calder, H.H. Arnason

Web Sites – www.calder.org, www.artcyclopedia.com/artists/calder_alexander.html, www.pbs.org/wnet/americanmasters/database/calder_a.html, www.nga.gov/exhibitions/caldwel.htm (virtual tour of exhibit), www.nga.gov/exhibitions/calder/realsp/roomentor-foyer.htm, www.nga.gov/feature/artnation/calder/, www.sfmoma.org/espace/calder/calder_intro.html, www.braniffinternational.org/image/flyingcolors.htm, www.enchantedlearning.com/artists/calder/ 

Viewing Art Locally

The National Gallery of Art (DC) – East Building Mobile (untitled); The Constellation Mobile; Finny Fish; Cheval Rouge; Horse; Four White Petals, Black, White, and Ten Red; Little Spider; Vertical Constellation with Bomb; The Wood Mobile; The McCausland Mobile; The Circus (drawing)

The Phillips Collection (DC) – Red Flock; Only, Only, Bird

The Philadelphia Museum of Art (PA) – Ghost

Whitney Museum of Art (NY) – Calder’s Circus, The Brass Family, Sphérique I, Object with Red Discs

The Museum of Modern Art (NY) – The Bicycle, Lobster Trap and Fish Tail, The Hostess, Josephine Baker, Whale II

 
 
Alexander Calder

Projects

Wire Sculpture

Materials

Twisteez plastic coasted colored wire (30” length, various colors) (K-2)


Limit of 2 pieces per child

Various colored pipe cleaners (K-2)

Colored wire (20 g craft wire – silver, gold, copper, green, blue, purple) (3-6)

Foam shapes

Brightly colored paper

Base - Corrugated cardboard / lunch tray /styrofoam 


Wire cutters – FOR ADULT USE ONLY


Coil tool

Directions

1. Make a face, person or animal out of wire to create a sculpture.   

2. Adults need to cut wire.  

3. Children can stand sculpture up in base.  If using cardboard, punch wire through and tape or just tape to cardboard.

4. Children can add foam pieces or paper to sculpture as desired.

Alternate

Decide as a class on a theme and put all sculptures together to make a scene.  For example, make zoo animals and create a zoo or make circus characters and make your own circus.  The kids can make paper decorations to carry out theme also.

Wire Mobile

Materials

Florist wire (26 g gold, or 22g silver & green) 

Foam shapes

Brightly colored paper


Wire cutters – FOR ADULT USE ONLY


string/heavy thread

Directions

1. See attached directions for details for various mobiles (Not available on-line, get these at school)
2. Have them work off the side of their desk.  They can tape it to top of desk and let it hang over the edge.

3. You will need to work to find the balance point for each piece as you work.

Time Filler 

If some children are done early, have them try to do one-line drawings of various things – face, a person, animals, a building.  It’s harder than it seems.

Alexander Calder

Inventory List

Portfolio - 18 posters

Black Binder


All handouts


Copies of project ideas


Article on Calder from Smithsonian magazine

Resource Books – 11 books


Children’s non-fiction

Alexander Calder, Mike Venezia


Circus, Charles Sullivan


Roarr, Calder’s Circus, Maira Kalman


Adult non-fiction


Calder Creatures Great and Small, Jean Lipman


Calder Sculpture, Alexander S. C. Rower


Calder, Gérard-Georges Lemaire


Calder, H. H. Arnason


The Essential Alexander Calder, Howard Greenfield


Calder:  Mobilist/Ringmaster/Innovator, David Bourdon

Project books


Mobiles & Other Paper Windcatchers, Noel Fairotta & Phyllis Fairotta


You Can Make Mobiles, Tibor

Project Materials


Clear box

3 wire cutters



Coil tool



4 glue



2 masking tape


Box of wire (3-6 wire sculpture)


Box of wire for mobile


Twisteez (K-2 wire sculpture)


Pipe cleaners & straws – (K-2 wire sculpture)


Foam shapes 


Bases  - cardboard & Styrofoam


Box of scotch tape

Box of brightly colored paper + scraps

Alexander Calder
Inventory Notes

 
#1
Alexander Calder, title board

Little Parasite, 1947, sheet metal, wire & paint, 20 x 53 x 13


Private collection

#2
Calder’s Family

Ghost, 1964, Alexander Calder, metal rods, painted sheet metal, 34’



center


Philadelphia Museum of Art


William Penn, Alexander Milne Calder, 1894, 






lower right


Philadelphia City Hall



In Philadelphia you can see sculpture from 3 generations of Calders.  Ghost created by Alexander Calder hangs in the Philadelphia Museum of Art in the Grand Hall.  Further down the street is the Logan Square Fountain crated by his father, Alexander Stirling Calder and even further down the street on the top of Philadelphia’s City Hall is the Statue of William Penn made by Alexander Calder’s grandfather, Alexander Milne Calder.


#3
The Circus


Clown, 











upper left

Picture of Calder with his circus








upper right

Sword Swallower from the Circus, 1926-1931






middle left

Trumpeter, 










middle right


Rigoulot, the Weight Lifter from the Circus, 1926-1931





lower left

Lion from the Circus, 1926-1931








lower right

 

#4
You are invited to Calder’s Circus


Seals, 











upper left


Stretcher Bearers,









upper right


Elephant Trainer, 









upper left

Acrobat, 










middle right


Cyclist











middle left


Ringmaster










center


Sandy roaring with the Circus Lion, 1971






middle right


The Cowboy, 










lower left


Exotic Dancer and Sword Thrower, 







lower middle


Man on Stilts, 










lower right

#5
Circus Scenes
The Circus, 1932, Ink on paper, 20 ¼ x 29 ¼ “






upper left

Private collection, New York

?, 











upper middle


?

,









upper right

 
Circus drawing done on the spot by Calder, in 1923, thanks to his National Police Gazette pass
lower left


Tumbler on Swing, 1931, ink on paper, 30 ¾ x 22 ¾ “





lower right


Private collection

#6
Calder’s Circus, Wire Circus Figures
 

#7
Wire Sculptures of People
 
Jimmy Durante,










upper left


Dr. Hans Curtin, 









upper middle


Fernand Leger,










upper right

Soda Fountain, 










middle left

Self Portrait










middle right


Self Portrait










middle right


Picture of Alexander Calder 
 







lower left


Helen Wills, 1928, wire sculpture, 20 ⅝” high






lower middle


The Hostess, 










lower right

#8
Sculpture that moves is called Kinetic Sculpture
 
Laöcoon, 1947










upper left


Indian Feathers,









upper right


Calderberry Bush, 1932, 84” high 







lower left


Private collection


Untitled, 










lower right

#9
Mobiles

The Blue Comb, 









upper left


Horizontal with Pendants,








upper right


Hanging Spider, 

 







middle left


Two Blue Wings, 









middle right


Big Red, 










lower 

#10
Finding the Balance Point
 
Pomegranate, 1949, Sheet aluminum, steel, steel wire, and rods, 71 ¼ x 72 ¼ x 42 ¼ “


Whitney Museum of American Art, New York

#11
Scrap Sculptures
The Only, Only Bird, 1952,15” high







upper left


La Touraine, 1965, tin cans and wire, 32 ¼ x 21 ⅝x 30 ⅝”




upper right


3,

 

 







lower left


4, 











lower right

#12
Stabiles
Teodelapio, 1962, painted steel, height 60’






upper left

Spoleto, Italy


Longnose,










upper right

Les Remforts, 










middle left

The Triangles, 










middle right

The Arch, 


 







lower left


Portrait of a Young Man,








lower right

#13
Stabiles
Flamingo, 1973, metal plates, bolts and point, 636 x 720 x 288”




upper left

General Services Administration, Chicago


Small Stabile with a Long Nose, 








upper middle


Flying Dragon,










upper right


Picture of Alexander Calder 
 







lower left


Gothic Construction from Scraps, 1939, sheet metal, 28 ½ x 25⅝ x 12⅝



lower middle


Morning Cobweb, 1945, 35 ¾ “ high







lower right

#14
“When everything goes right…”
Red Elephant with Three Black Heads,







upper


Iguana,











middle left

Picture of Calder 









middle right


Aluminum Leaves, 

 







lower left


Effet du Japonais, 1940, metal sheet, rod and paint, 95 x 99 x 73”



lower right


Private collection

#15
Functional Sculpture
 
Toilet paper Holder









upper


Serving Forks and Spoon








lower left


Pot Holder










lower middle


Scissors










lower right

#16
Untitled (aka East Building Mobile), 1976, aluminum honeycomb, tubing, steel and paint, 29’10” x 76’ 

East Wing of National Gallery of Art, Washington D.C.

#17
Finny Fish, 1948, painted steel rod, painted steel wire, glass and objects, 66 x 152.4 cm


National Gallery of Art, Washington D.C.

#18
Know the Artist
Antennae with Red and Blue Dots, 1960, Aluminum and steel wire, 43 ¾ x 50 ½“


upper

Tate Gallery, London


Untitled Stabile,










lower left

Jimmy Durante, 









lower middle


Fish, 1944


 







lower middle


Southern Cross, 1963, sheet metal, wire and paint, 32 x 31 x 17”




lower right


Private collection

