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Kings & Queens
Presentation Outline
Poster #4 -  Empress Theodora and Her Court mosaic, 6th century

· Long ago many rulers were Kings and Queens.  They wanted to be remembered but photography hadn’t been invented yet so they had their portraits done. They COMMISSIONED or hired artists to make their portraits.  Besides the familiar paintings, portraits were also done in other ways.

· BYZANTINE – art and civilization of the Christian empire that succeeded the Roman Empire in the East.  Lasted from ~300 AD when Constantinople (ancient Byzantium) became the capital of the Roman Empire until mid 15th century.  

· Emperor Justinian, a Byzantine emperor wanted to glorify himself.  He built a church, San Vitale, in Ravenna, Italy and covered it with mosaics.  (See Marker 1 in Byzantium for picture of church)

?
Anyone know what a MOSAIC is?  {A picture made up of small stones or pieces of tile and gold set in wet plaster.}

· This mosaic is of Justinian’s wife, Empress Theodora and her court.  ? Can you tell which one is Theodora? {with crown, halo and jewels}  It is thought that this mosaic was meant to reinforce Theodora’s royal status because she was not from an important family.  

· Does it look realistic?  {No, hard to show the detail with mosaics} Do the people look different? {No, they all look alike}

Poster #5 - Lady and the Unicorn tapestry & Poster #7 - Return from the Hunt tapestry, early 16th century

· During the Middle Ages or MEDIEVAL time, another art form became popular.  TAPESTRY was a large rug woven to look like pictures.  Many people could not read so tapestries and mosaics were used to tell stories to the masses.

· They hung on walls of churches and castles.  They had a secondary purpose to help insulate the churches and castles against cold.

· We don’t know the names of actual artist of these early works.  The artists worked in a GUILD or workshop.  There were different guilds for different types of art or craft (i.e., painter, mosaic worker, tapestry, sculptor, metal works)

· Artists went through a long training process.  As an APPRENTICE they did all the dirty work – clean, mix, cut.  The progressed to a JOURNEYMAN who had more responsibility, could transfer designs and do simple tasks.  Finally, when they were good enough they would become a MASTER.

· How does the detail in the tapestries compare to the mosaics?  {Slightly better but still not very realistic or detailed}.  They were intended to record history not be a realistic representation of the rulers.

· Lady and Unicorn is one of series of tapestries telling a story about a princess and her servant.

Poster #2 - Francis I of France, Jean Clouet

?
Anyone know what the RENAISSANCE was?  What happened during this period? {from French word meaning rebirth.  Great explosion in art and culture that produced beginnings of modern thought}

· Beginning in Renaissance the emphasis shifted from God-centered to human-centered.  Man became the most important figure on earth.  Man began to write about their feelings and ideas.  

· Artists began to paint these thinking “men” much more realistically.  The discovery of oil paint helped the paintings to be more realistic.

· Artists were now recognized for their individual efforts.  

· One of the ways they showed realism was through TEXTURE.  ? What kind of textures do you see in this painting?  {smooth silk on sleeve, fuzzy beard, hard pendant, rough braid, soft damask wallpaper, light soft feathers}

· Artists were hired by the king to be a court painter.  Their job was to paint various members of the royal family in COURT PORTRAIT.  This was a continuation of the idea that they wanted to be remembered in history.  This idea appears to have started in France then spread throughout Europe.

· The person being painted or SUBJECT posed for the artist dressed in their finest clothes with best jewels and accessories.  This was called a SITTING.  It would take a long time so sometimes a servant would pose wearing the clothes and jewels so the subject wasn’t bothered too much.

Poster #6 - Kings and Queens & Poster #3 - Edward VI as a Child
· All these paintings are by Hans Holbein, a German artist.  He is considered a great master, known primarily for his portraits.
· He likely saw portrait paintings by Clouet in France and was influenced by them.  He became a member of a painters guild.
· He illustrated a book for Erasmus, a famous Dutch writer.  Later he painted his portrait.  Through Erasmus, Holbein was introduced to Henry the 8th.  He became a court painter for Henry in 1536.
?
How do you think he showed the CHARACTER of the subject? 

?
Compare portraits of Erasmus to Henry the 8th.  ? What can you tell about Erasmus from his portrait? {writer, seems thoughtful and quiet, a thinker not a power ruler} 

?
Henry the 8th was a powerful ruler. ? How does he appear to you? {strong, haughty, powerful, overwhelming, dominant}  What clues tell us this? {He fills the painting, there isn’t anything else in the painting, his face, his pose, includes a sword as a symbol of power} Henry 8th ruled from 1509 to 1547.
· Edward VIth was the Henry 8th’s son.  Edward’s mother died when he was born, Anne Cleves then married Henry the 8th and was Edward’s stepmother.  Edward became king when he was only 10 after his father died.  He ruled for 5 years, from 1547 – 1553) then he also died.
· The inscription below his portraits exhorts Edwards to live like his father and to be worthy of him.  A strong message for a 1 year old.
· Again, look at texture
Poster #1 - Queen Elizabeth I, Nicholas Hilliard

· Elizabeth was Edward’s older stepsister.  She became Queen Elizabeth I in 1558 and ruled until 1603.  She was one of the most successful leaders in English history.  

?
How many years did she rule?  {47 years, 9 years longer than her father}
· She holds a rose, which is a symbol of her royal family.
?
Does she seem like a powerful ruler?  {Strong but not as strong as Henry.  Again, frontal portrait but her head is turned away, little background, more decoration and flattery }

?
Does is seem as realistic as Edward?  {No, not as much detail, more like tapestry.  } 

· She holds a rose, which is a symbol of her royal family.
For our project we will try out a medium presented today - the mosaic.

Kings and Queens

Byzantine, Medieval and Renaissance Art

· Art work in the Byzantine and Medieval styles were created to teach people about the new Christian religion because the printing press had not been invented and there were very few books.  The churches were like giant storybooks and the story they told was more important than people.

· Important rulers commissioned artists to paint their portraits because photography had not been invented, and it was the only way the rulers could be remembered.

· During the Byzantine and Medieval times, no artist’s names were known.  Artists worked for guilds (workshops) and had to go through two training periods (apprentice and journeyman) before they were allowed to become masters and draw the main design.

· During the Renaissance, man became the most important figure on earth and artists were recognized for their work.  They began to paint very realistic portraits and it was a great honor to be chosen to paint portraits of the royal family.
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Resources

Children’s Books – Piece by Piece! Mosaics of the Ancient World, Michael Avi-Yonah; The Duke and the Peasant: Life in the Middle Ages, Sister Wendy Beckett (Adventures in Art series)

Other Books – Byzantium: From Antiquity to the Renaissance, Thomas F. Matthews; Medieval Art: Painting, Sculpture, Architecture, 4th-14th Century, James Snyder; Art of the Byzantine Era, David Talbot Rice; Medieval Art, Veronica Sekules

Web Sites – www.metmuseum.org/explore/Byzantium/byzhome.html, www.nga.gov, www.doaks.org/byzcollection.html, www.fordham.edu/halsall/byzantium/images.html, www.ih.k12.oh.us/hsblase/woodring/MEDIEV/Art.htm, www.ibiblio.org/wm/paint/auth/holbein/, www.artchive.com/artchive/H/Holbein.html, www.artcyclopedia.com/artists, www.cgfa.sunsite.dk/hholbein2/, www.witcombe.sbc.edu/ARTHmedieval.html


Viewing Art Locally

The National Gallery of Art (DC) – Edward VI as a Child, Portrait of a Young Man, Sir Brian Tuke – 

Hans Holbein the Younger
The Museum of Modern Art (NY) – Portrait of a Young Woman, Edward VI-When Duke of Cornwall, Portrait of a Man in a Red Cap – Hans Holbein the Younger
Guillaume Budé – Jean Clouet
Portrait of a Woman, Portrait of a Young Man – Nicholas Hilliard

Dumbarton Oaks (DC) – Byzantine Collection

Kings & Queens

Project

Mosaic – GRACE Art project #2, additional information in book Portraits

Materials


9 x 12 gray cardstock for background, cut in half to 6 x 9


box of pencils


box of glue 


craft sticks to spread glue


box of scissors – for younger children, use classroom scissors


box of paper mosaics in paper bags by color/type



construction paper, wrapping paper, foil wrapping paper


foil muffin pans to put mosaic squares in – one per group

Prep

· Cut any additional paper squares, if low.  Most are cut ½ x ½ and 1” x 1” for background

· Put newspaper on desks.

· Place muffin tins of paper for each group.

· Glue bottle 1 per 2 children.

Activity

· Make a simple sketch of your drawing in pencil on the gray paper.  The sketch can be a portrait of a king or queen but it’s not required.  Suggest something simple for the younger kids – a crown, flower, tree, simple animal, ball, toy, etc.  We want them to get the idea of mosaic not worry about the concept of a portrait.

· Select colored paper to use on picture.  Keep together by color.

· Put glue in a small area then lay the paper pieces on the glue.  Work in small areas at a time.  Continue to fill picture.  The pieces do not need to touch each other, there will be space in between.  This would be the plaster in the real mosaics.

· Use smaller pieces for details and larger pieces for background

· Let dry thoroughly before stacking

Kings & Queens

Inventory List

Portfolio – 11 posters

Resource Books - #


Children’s non-fiction

The Duke and the Peasant: Life in the Middle Ages, Sister Wendy Beckett 



Piece by Piece! Mosaics of the Ancient World, Michael Avi-Yonah


Adult non-fiction

Byzantium: From Antiquity to the Renaissance, Thomas F. Matthews

Medieval Art: Painting, Sculpture, Architecture, 4th-14th Century, James Snyder


Project books


Artist’ Workshops:  Portraits, Penny King and Clare Roundhill

Project Materials


9 x 12 gray cardstock for background


box of pencils


box of glue 


box of craft sticks


box of scissors – for younger children, use classroom scissors


box of paper mosaics in paper bags by color


6 foil muffin pans to put mosaic squares in – one per group

Kings & Queens
Inventory Notes

 
#1
Queen Elizabeth I, Nicholas Hilliard, circa 1575

· Daughter of Henry the 8th.

· Became queen when she was 23 years old and ruled until she was 70.  

· She holds a rose, which is a symbol of her royal family.

· How many years did she rule?  Answer 47

#2
Francis I of France, Jean Clouet, circa 1524, panel, 37 ¾ x 29 1/8”


Louvre, Paris

#3
Edward VI as a Child, Hans Holbein, circa 1538, oil on panel, 22 3/8 x 17 3/8” 


National Gallery of Art, Washington D.C.



 

#4
Empress Theodora and Her Court, c. 547, mosaic

 
Church of San Vitale, Ravenna

#5
Lady and the Unicorn, circa 1500, tapestry
 

#6
Kings and Queens

Anne of Cleves, 1539, Hans Holbein, oil on parchment mounted on canvas, 25 5/8 x 18 7/8”
upper left


Louvre, Paris


Erasmus, c. 1523, Hans Holbein, oil on panel, 16 ½ x 12 5/8” 




upper right


Louvre, Paris


Henry the 8th in Wedding Dress, Hans Holbein, oil on panel, 34 7/8 x 29 ¼’


lower left


Galleria Nazionale d’Arte Antica, Rome


Princess d’Este, date, medium, size







lower right


Owner

 


#7
Return from the Hunt, early 16th century, tapestry
 
National Gallery of Art, Washington D.C.



 
#8
Icon with St. Michel, late 11th to 12th century


Constantinople

 


#9
The Medieval Woman
Detail Writing a Letter, early 16th century, medium, size





upper left


Owner


?, date, medium, size









upper right


Owner


Detail Women Embroidering & Weaving, c. 1470, Italian fresco, size



lower

#10
Marriage in Medieval Times
 
Wedding Celebration, 15th century, France, size






left


Owner


Detail Marriage of Philippe Le Bon and Isabella de Portugal, 1430, painting, size


right


Owner

#11
How Are These Women Like Women of Today?
Detail Fashionable Beauty, c 1500, medium, size





upper left


Owner

Detail Christine de Pison Presenting her Manuscript to Isabel of Bavaria, Queen of France, 
upper right

15th century, French, size, Owner


Detail Choosing Jewels, Lady and the Unicorn tapestry, circa 1500, tapestry, size


lower


Owner

Lake Anne Elementary GRACE Art 2004 - 2005

