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Faith Ringgold
Presentation Outline
Poster 1
· Faith Ringgold was born in Harlem, New York on October 8, 1930.  She is both an artist and an author.  She uses the art forms of painting, mixed media sculpture, performance, quilts, and writing to tell her story.  She is best known for her Story Quilts.  She is known as one of the pioneers in making quilts a high art form rather than a craft.  

· When she was young, in kindergarten and first grade, she was sick at home a lot with asthma.  Her mother took care of her when she was sick.  She gave Faith art supplies, needles, thread and fabric along with her schoolbooks to keep her occupied.  Does this remind you of any one else we studied?  (Andy Warhol)
· Her mother, Willi Posey Jones, was a fashion designer and dressmaker.  There was always fabric in the home. Her father, Andrew Louis Jones, Sr., came from a family of preachers versed in oral tradition. Ringgold combines her inherited affinity for fabrics and her love of storytelling to deliver a message. 

· Ringgold went to college at City College of New York and got a degree in teaching.  She taught art for 18 years.  She pursued her art outside of teaching.  She saw herself and an artist who taught, not just a teacher. 

· When she was in college a professor told her she did not have the talent to be an artist.  His comment strengthened her resolve to succeed.  She knew that if she tried she could do anything.  As a child she was encouraged to value who she was and to set and pursue goals.  She continues to spread this message.  Her website motto is “If One Can, Anyone Can, All You Gotta Do Is Try.”
· Ringgold started painting in the 1950’s.  She experimented with different mediums and styles trying to find and art form out of her own experience.  {See book 1 and 2 for examples of early paintings, soft sculptures and masks.}

· In the early 1970’s she saw an exhibit of Tibetan TANKAS, paintings on silk cloth, which she really liked.  She had begun to exhibit her work but she decided she needed an easier and less expensive way to frame her pictures.  Using ideas from her mother and the TANKAS, she developed cloth frames. {See book 1 for example of early fabric framed work.}

· Over time, she developed the idea of a quilt as her art form.  Her first quilt, Echoes of Harlem, was done in 1980.  Her mother worked with her on it.  Her second quilt, Mother’s Quilt, was done in one weekend in 1983, as a tribute to her mother.  

· In 1979 Faith wrote her autobiography but was unable to get it published.  Since she couldn’t get published she considered writing on her quilts as an alternative.  Her first story quilt, Who’s Afraid of Aunt Jemima?, took a year to finish and was completed in 1985.  The addition of text to her quilts resulted in a medium and style unique to Faith Ringgold.

· The central theme in her work is the addressing issues in African American and women’s history in America.  

· Faith says “…my quilts encompass all the art forms I love:  painting, sewing, work with fabrics and storytelling.”

Poster 6, Poster 7 and poster 15 (7 boards)

· Tar Beach is a quilt painting that incorporates a story, which she created in 1988.  It is based on a memory from Faith’s childhood  She added the fantasy of flying “based on the idea that children like to dream about things that would make life better for them or their families..”.  

· A book editor saw the quilt and suggested Faith turn it into a children’s book, which she did in 1991.  The book is shown on poster 15.  Tar Beach (the books) won many awards and inspired Faith to continue writing more books.

?
Compare the quilt to the book.  What are the differences?  What did she have to do differently for the book? {She needed to created more pictures, the text is the same, just separated onto different pages}.  Which do you like better?  Which one tells the story better?

?
What can you say about the style of painting?  {Simple, primitive, not realistic, flat perspective, lush colors}  

· She provides an important message in Tar Beach for everyone – “Anyone can fly, anyone can achieve anything they truly want to achieve.  All they have to do is try.”

· Tar Beach 2 is a silkscreen edition with same wording and similar painting.

Poster 11 and Poster 14 (7 boards)

· Another central theme in Faith’s work is African-American history.  In she honors 3 leaders of the Underground Railroad – Frederick Douglass, Harriett Tubman, and Sojourner Truth, in a meeting that never took place.

· Dinner at Aunt Connie’s (book on poster 14) is based on Dinner Quilt (see the last board of the book for the quilt.)  

· We meet up with 12 famous African-American women – Rosa Parks, Fannie Lou Hamer, Mary McLeod Bethune, Augusta Savage, Dorothy Dandridge, Zora Neale Hurston, Maria W. Steward, Bessie Smith, Harriet Tubman, Sojourner Truth, Marian Anderson and Madame C.J. Walker.

· Faith has continued to write many children’s books – see the complete list on the handout.

Poster 3, Poster 4 and Poster 5  

· In 1991 Ringgold traveled to Europe again to work on a new series.  These 3 quilts are part of The French Collection, a series of 12 quilts that tell the adventures of an African-American woman named Willia Marie Simone who travels from Harlem to Paris to become an artist.  In these quilts she combines famous European artists, famous African-American figures and characters based on her family.  One of the points she made was the struggle of women artists in a male-centered art world.

· The French Collection became the last of Ringgold’s quilts with a story written on the fabric.  (The story for these 3 quilts are included in the GRACE write-up)

?
Do you recognize this chapel (Poster 3)?  It is the Chapel of Vence that Matisse designed late in life.  She incorporated a fictitious family wedding all based on real people in a real location.

· Dancing in the Louvre (Poster 4) shows Willa with her sister and family visiting the Louvre.  

· Would you really dance in the Louvre?  What do you think she’s telling us in this quilt?  {Acknowledging famous European art in a lighthearted way}
?
Do you recognize the artist in The Sunflowers Quilting Bee at Arles?  {Vincent van Gogh holding one of his famous paintings Sunflowers}

· This quilt tells the story of Willia at a meeting of an imaginary group called the National Sunflower Quilters Society of America – African-American women who changed history.  Included are:  Madame C.J. Walker, Sojourner Truth, Ida Wells Fannie Lou Hamer, Harriet Tubman, Rosa Parks, Mary McLeod Bethune, and Ella Baker.  Many of these are similar to those in Dinner Quilt and Dinner at Aunt Connie’s.

Poster 13, Poster 8 and Poster 12  

·  These quilts show 3 of the series The American Collection.  This collection continues the story from the French collection, following Marlena Simone, daughter of Willia Marie Simone but it focuses more on the African American experience.

· What is the major difference you notice between these quilts and those before? {No writing on quilt.}  There is a still a story presented but it is done separate from quilts.

· Do you notice any other differences? {more muted colors, less colorful frame}

Poster 9 and Poster 10

· These quilts are from Faith’s personal history and Harlem neighborhood.   These were painted about the same time but are different.  How are they different?  {One is a story quilt and one is not, one much busier than other}

· Compare the frames of the 2 quilts.  Notice the 4-triangle pattern in the frame.  It is called Kuba design tradition where 4 triangles are presented in a square. 

· Faith Ringgold was an art professor at University of California at San Diego, she retired in 2002.  She splits her time between her studios in La Jolla, California and Englewood Cliffs, New Jersey, just across the George Washington Bridge from where she grew up.  She continues to write books and create art.  She is married and has 2 daughters and 3 granddaughters and continues to inspire us.
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Background

· Faith Ringgold, an African American female artist, was born and raised in Harlem, New York City on October 8, 1930.  She is both an artist and an author who uses the art forms of painting, mixed media sculpture, performance, quilting, and writing to tell her story.  She is best known for her Story Quilts and is considered a pioneer in making quilts a high art form rather than a craft.

· Ringgold has created over 80 Story Quilts, which combine the old tradition of quilt making with painting and stories to create a single work of art. The central theme in her work is addressing the issues in African American and women’s history in America.  Faith says “. . . my quilts encompass all the art forms I love: painting, sewing, working with fabrics and storytelling.”

· Faith’s motto is “If One Can, Anyone Can, All You Gotta Do Is Try.”  She knew that if she tried she could do anything, and as a child she was encouraged to value who she was and to set and pursue goals.  She continues to spread this message today!

Resources

Children’s Books – Talking to Faith Ringgold, Faith Ringgold, Linda Freeman & Nancy Roucher; Inspirations: Stories About Women Artists, Leslie Sills; A Drawing in the Sand: A Story of African American Art, Jerry Butler; Faith Ringgold, Robyn Turner; Wake Up Our Souls – A Celebration of Black American Artists, Tonya Bolden; How Artists See Families, Colleen Carroll

Picture Books by Faith Ringgold – Tar Beach, 1991, based on quilt Tar Beach, 1988; Aunt Harriet’s Underground Railroad in the Sky, 1992; Dinner at Aunt Connie’s House, 1993, based on quilt Dinner Quilt, 1986; My Dream of Martin Luther King, 1995; Bonjour, Lonnie, 1996; If a Bus Could Talk:  the Story of Rosa Parks, 1999; The Invisible Princess, 1999; Cassie’s Colorful Day, 1999; Counting to Tar Beach, 1999; Cassie’s Word Quilt, 2002; O Holy Night : Christmas with the Boys Choir of Harlem, 2004

Other Books – Dancing at the Louvre: Faith Ringgold’s French Collection and Other Story Quilts, Faith Ringgold; The Art of Black American Women: Works of Twenty-Four Artists of the Twentieth Century, Robert Henkes; Notable Black American Women, Book III, Jessie Carney Smith

Video – I Can Fly: Kids and Creativity, Linda Freeman; Faith Ringgold Paints Crown Heights; Faith Ringgold, the Last Story Quilt; 

Web Sites – www.faithringgold.com, www.artincontext.org/artist/r/ringgold/, www.ndoylefineart.com/ringgold.html, www.artcyclopedia.com/artists/ringgold_faith.html, www.bampfa.berkeley.edu/exhibits/ringgold/, www.pbs.org/wnet/aaworld/arts/ringgold.html, www.pbs.org/americaquilts/century/stories/faith_ringgold.html, gos.sbc.edu/ringgold.html,  www.britannica.com/Blackhistory/article.do?nKeyValue=2959 

Viewing Art Locally

Smithsonian American Art Museum (DC) – The Bitter Nest II: The Harlem Renaissance Party

U.S. Library of Congress (DC) – Death of Apartheid

Howard University Library (DC) – Bride of Martha’s Vineyard
Metropolitan Museum of Art (NY) – Freedom of Speech, Street Story Quilt
The Solomon R. Guggenheim Museum (NY) – Tar Beach (Part I from the Woman on the Bridge series)

Faith Ringgold

Project

Description – The children will make a Story Quilt square with a common theme and drawing material.  They will make a drawing in the center based on the theme selected.  Then they will add a border to the outside.  Within that border they will write at least one sentence.  They can write more on each side if they like, either sentences or descriptive words in a decorative manner that relates to their quilt square.  

Materials


Base 


Muslin fabric squares, 12 x 12”

or





Drawing paper squares, 12 x 12”


Drawing materials
Crayons




or


Fabric markers



or


Oil Pastels




or


Permanent markers


Writing materials 
Thin markers


Quilt border

Assorted fabric, 2 x 2”


or





Assorted paper, 2 x 2” 


Tacky glue


Masking tape


Template for border

Prep

· Decide if you’re going to make project into a quilt, you’ll need to use muslin fabric squares.  You may need to do squares without borders if you’re making a quilt.

· If not, select which base material you’re using.  

· Select which drawing material to use

· Make sure there are enough squares for bases & borders for your class.  Cut any needed squares.

· Select theme

Theme suggestions

· I would fly over _____ because _____, Tar Beach
· Famous person (historical or not) that I would like to have dinner with, Dinner at Aunt Connie’s 
· Someone who influenced you
· I remember…  A favorite memory (childhood, Lake Anne, teacher, special person, etc.)
· I have a dream…  Goals - What are your dreams?  What do want to do or be?  What would you like to accomplish? (p 44, Talking to  Faith Ringgold)
· Neighborhood
· Special stories that tell about your history or who you are. (p 42, Talking to Faith Ringgold)
Activity 

· Lightly transfer border outline onto base.  The children will draw within the inner square.  The outer square will be used for the border and writing.

· Have them come up with an idea to draw related to the theme.  Have them also be thinking about a sentence to write and some descriptive words.

· Draw the scene within the inner square.  The drawing should be simple, using strong colors in the manner of Faith Ringgold.  You may need to tape corners of square down to hold fabric still.

· Decide on writing for the border.

· Add border to the outside.  Glue border squares in place, be sure to place glue around outer edge so they stay down.  Be sure the leave an opening for sentence and words as decided.  If gluing squares on an entire edge, it’s easier to put glue on the base then put the squares down.

· Write the sentence and words using thin markers.  

· They can sign or initial their square.

· Collect all work.

· Afterwards (outside of the classroom), docents should iron fabric squares to set the drawings.  Use high heat and cover the square with paper or foil.  

· If you’re making a quilt go for it!  

· If not, you can either put squares together on large paper to make a “quilt” for your class or put all squares in plastic bag with teacher’s name.  We will display them in March.

Faith Ringgold

Inventory List

Portfolio - 27 posters

Resource Books - 12

Inspirations : stories about women artists, Leslie Sills

Faith Ringgold, Robyn Montana Turner

Talking to Faith Ringgold, Faith Ringgold, Linda Freeman & Nancy Roucher

Dancing at the Louvre:  Faith Ringgold’s French Collection and Other Story Quilts, Dan Cameron, et 

Tar Beach

Aunt Harriet’s Underground Railroad in the Sky
Dinner at Aunt Connie’s House
My Dream of Martin Luther King
Bonjour, Lonnie
If a Bus Could Talk:  the Story of Rosa Parks

The Invisible Princess
Cassie’s Word Quilt
Project Materials


Muslin fabric squares, 12 x 12”


Drawing paper squares, 12 x 12”


Assorted fabric, 2 x 2”


Assorted paper, 2 x 2” 

Drawing materials – may need to get off shelf

Crayons

Fabric markers

Oil Pastels

Permanent markers


Thin markers


Tacky glue


Masking tape


Template for border

Faith Ringgold
Inventory Notes

 
#1
Faith Ringgold, Title Board






Faith Ringgold with Detail of The Purple Quilt, by C. Love, 1986, 

photograph






1

Mother’s Quilt, 1983, acrylic on canvas, dyed, painted and pieced fabric, 58 x 43.5"

2

Private collection


Me modeling for Mother, 1950’s, photograph, George Hopkins




3

Faith in her mid twenties modeling in one of Momma Jones fashion shows in the 1950’s


Echoes of Harlem, 1980, acrylic on canvas, dyed & pieced fabric
quilt, 96 x 82”


4


Phillips Morris Companies, Inc.


First story quilt made by Faith Ringgold


Barbara, Andrew & me, 1931, photograph






5

Oprah & me, 1988, photograph








6

Picnic at Giverny, 1991, acrylic on canvas, pieced fabric border, 73½ x 90 ½“


7

Private collection

From the French collection 1: #3,

 Performance, 1986, photograph








8

Change 2:  Faith Ringgold 100 pound weight loss performance story quilt, 1988, 


9

acrylic on canvas, photo lithograph on silk and cotton pieced fabric quilt

From Change Series

#2
Traditional Quilting Patterns

#3
Matisse’s Chapel, 1991, acrylic on canvas, printed and tie-dyed fabric, 74 x 79 ⅛”


Private collection, New York


From The French Collection, Part I: #6


 

#4
Dancing at the Louvre, 1991, acrylic on canvas, printed and tie-dyed fabric, 73 ½ x 80 ½“


Private Collection, Ft. Lauderdale, Florida
 
From The French Collection, Part I: #1

#5
The Sunflowers Quilting Bee at Arles, 1991, acrylic on canvas, printed and tie-dyed fabric, 74 x 80”


Private collection

 
From The French Collection, Part I: #4

#6
Tar Beach, 1988, acrylic on canvas, printed and tie-dyed fabric, 74 x 69”


Solomon R. Guggenheim Museum, New York

 


#7
Tar Beach II, 1990, silk screen on silk, 66 x 66”


Philadelphia Museum of Art

 


#8
Listen to the Trees, 1997, Acrylic on canvas; painted and pieced border, 76 x80" 


Private collection

Part of American Collection Series

American Collection

1. We Came to America

2. A Family Portrait

3. Born in a Cotton Field

4. Cottonfields, Sunflowers, Blackbirds and Quilting Bees

5. Bessie’s Blues

6. The Two Jemimas

7. Stompin at the Savoy

8. Jo Baker’s Bananas

9. The Flag is Bleeding, Part 2

10. Wanted:  Douglass, Tubman and Truth

11. Listen to the Trees

12. Picnic on the Grass

#9
Groovin’ High, 1986, 56 x 92”, acrylic on canvas, printed, tie-dyed and pieced fabric

Spelman College Museum of Fine Art, Atlanta 

#10
Bitter Nest Part V:  Homecoming, 1988, acrylic on canvas, printed, tie-dyed and pieced fabric, 76 x 96”

ACA Galleries, New York 

From the Series:  Bitter Nest

1 Love in Schoolyard

2 Harlem Renaissance Party



3 Lovers in Paris

4 The Letter

Write-up on back

 


#11
Wanted:  Douglass, Tubman & Truth, 1997, Acrylic on canvas; painted and pieced border, 77 x 82.25" 

Private Collection

From the Series: The American Collection; #10 
 


#12
Picnic on the Grass Alone, 1997, Acrylic on canvas; painted and pieced border, 79 x 77.25" 
ACA Galleries, New York 

From the Series: The American Collection; #12

Write-up on back

 
 


#13
Family Portrait, 1997, Acrylic on canvas; painted and pieced border, 79.5 x 80" 

Private Collection
From the Series: The American Collection; #2 
Write-up on back

 


#14
Dinner at Aunt Connie’s, Faith Ringgold, 1993, Book, 7 boards
 


#15
Tar Beach, Faith Ringgold, Faith Ringgold, 1991, Book, 7 boards
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