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Andy Warhol
Presentation Outline
Poster 1
?
How many have heard of Andy Warhol?  Do you know any examples of work that he did? (Campbell soup cans, Brillo soap box, Marilyn Monroe, Elvis Presley)  Andy Warhol had a major impact on the modern art world, especially in the US.  He is probably one of most influential artists of second half of the 20th century.  In addition he was a leading filmmaker, author, magazine publisher, music promoter, collector and cultural critic.  

· Andy Warhol was born Andrew Warhola on August 6, 1928 near Pittsburgh, PA.  He grew up in an ethnic neighborhood outside Pittsburgh in a religious household adhering to his family’s native customs.  He had 2 brothers, but he was the favorite of his mom.  His mom remained very influential in his life, eventually moving to New York City to live with him and even help him with his work.

· At an early age, his mom read to him from comic books and encouraged him to color in coloring books.  His mother had artistic talent and encouraged it in her children.  Warhol’s interest and talent in art was displayed from an early age.  He was sickly as a child and spent a lot of time inside recuperating by reading comics, coloring, taking photos and collecting memorabilia of famous celebrities.  

· He was selected to take art classes at Carnegie Institute of Technology (now Carnegie Mellon Institute).  He later went to college there, majoring in art.  The focus was more on practical application rather than individual expression.

· He had planned on teaching art in public schools after graduation, but a friend talked him into moving to New York instead.  There he tried to make his living as an illustrator or commercial artist.  It was very difficult at first, he was very shy and didn’t have much money.  But he developed a style that was very popular and he became very successful.  

· During this time his name changed from Warhola to Warhol, when the credit line on his first published illustration in Glamour magazine was misspelled.  He adopted the new spelling, becoming Andy Warhol.

· Here are 2 examples of his typical work – portraits (here a self-portrait) and pop culture (Campbell’s soup cans)

Poster 8, Poster 9 and Poster 10 (can be skipped)

·  Warhol painted pictures of his mother’s cats.  All of her cats were named Sam.  In 1954 he published a book called 25 Cats Name Sam and One Blue Pussy.
· His mother helped with the handwriting on the paintings.  It is even said that Warhol’s signature is modeled after the way his mother wrote his name.

Poster 5 and Shoe Calendar Posters

· His most successful illustration project was the weekly ads he prepared for the I. Miller Shoe Company for the New York Times in 1955.  His ads helped revitalize the company and became a staple of New York Culture.  He won 3 major design awards for these ads.  The shoe illustrations were whimsical and innovative.  What does that mean?  Do these shoes look realistic?  How do they make you feel?

· The illustrations were created with new techniques, the blotted line technique and using rubber stamp images.  The BLOTTED LINE TECHNIQUE produced a fragmentary line, erratically blobbed with ink.  First he would draw with pencil then go over with ink.  While ink was drying he would press over it with another piece of paper creating the new original, which was blotted.  He then used rubber stamp images and inked dyes to created his illustrations.

· Look closely at the shoe drawings to see the 

· Some of the “shoe poems” were later published in a book.

· About this time he started exhibiting his work in galleries.  In the early 1960’s he abandoned his successful commercial art and decided to pursue a career as an artist.

Poster 7, and Poster 4 

· During the late 40’s and 50’s while Warhol was a commercial artist the predominant style of contemporary art was ABSTRACT EXPERSSIONISM, which emphasized the creative process and physical act of painting.  The major artists of this style were Jackson Pollock, Willem de Kooning and Mark Rothko.  Two artists emerged in the 50’s to counter this culture – Jasper Johns (Poster 7) and Robert Rauchenberg.  They encouraged a view of art as something ordinary or familiar.  Warhol admired their work and it influenced his style.

· Warhol’s art style was known as POP ART.  He is so typical of this style, he is often referred to as the “Prince of Pop”.  The style had begun in Britain and was a celebration of western consumerism after surviving the war years.  The subjects are images and objects from everyday life, popular culture and the media.  The style is mechanical and depersonalized, using commercial printing and manufacturing styles.  The colors are artificial and applied in flat layers with hard edges.  They reproduce the commodities and signs of material culture and emphasize the basic relationship between material goods and money.

· During Warhol’s time, pop culture included in the Campbell’s Soup, Brillo Soap pads, Coca Cola, Dollar bills, Marilyn Monroe, James Dean, Elvis Presley, Jackie Kennedy, Superman, President Nixon, and Chairman Mao.  
?
Name some examples of pop culture today from advertising, comics, cartoons, magazines, movies, newspapers and product packaging. (I-pod, Starbucks, Playstation, South Park, Family Guy, Apple computers, Sony, Hummer, )

· Warhol did many variations of the Campbell’s soup can.  The Campbell’s soup cans were his included in his first artistic exhibit in 1962.  Initially they were not well accepted, but opinions changed over time.  

· Pop artists took familiar products out of context and forced people to look at them in new ways.  Campbell’s soup was the familiar for Warhol - as a child he ate Campbell’s soup every day. 

· The public loved his art for everybody attitude.  He made a lot of original art, but also made multiple prints priced so many could afford them.

· Warhol’s awareness of the changes in the art world and influence of commercial art helped guide his success.  
Poster 3, Poster 12 and Poster 2  

· The techniques that Warhol experimented with were silkscreen, photo silkscreen, repetition, grids, fading and color.  

· Silk screening was a commercial process but Warhol developed a technique to use it on canvas.  He used a previously published photo, transferred in glue onto silk then rolled ink over it so it would print onto canvas.  This way he could reprint as often as he liked.  It was slightly different each time but still recognizably the same.  He used this technique in REPETITION or by isolating it, using bright colors.  The silk screening simplified the image.  This became the style that was his and his alone – his signature.

· Early on he had done some work in a cartoon like style until he saw an exhibit by Roy Lichenstein who was doing the same thing.  He wanted his own style so he gave up on the cartoon style to develop a style that would be his own.

· Warhol named his studio “The Factory” and had many assistants helping him.  The studio was nonstop activity, both artistic and partying.  

· He once said he wanted to “be a machine” so his style reflects this in that is looks “printed” or mechanical.

· He kept his finger on the pulse of popular culture by being a part of it, thus keeping it fresh.  

Poster 11

· Warhol loved celebrities and glamour.  Through his success he even became a celebrity.  He even founded a magazine, Interview (still published today) that was dedicated to celebrities talking to celebrities.

· In 1968 he was shot by a actress from one of his movies.  Warhol almost died.  He changed after that, closed the open doors of the factory.  He concentrated on celebrity portraits, doing between 50 and 150 per year.  He seemed to specialize in paintings of women.   

· Some of his most famous portraits are of Marilyn Monroe, Elizabeth Taylor, Jackie Kennedy, Liza Minelli, Chairman Mao, James Dean, Elvis Presley, President Nixon.

Poster 6  

· In the 1980’s he returned to some of his earlier pop culture symbols, this daisy being one of them.

· Warhol was a very quirky and contradictory character.  He wore outrageous wigs of gray, silver, platinum or white to hide his baldness.  He was shy and didn’t respond well to interviews and often wore masks.  He was very private and self-conscious.  On the one hand he was well known in the New York “scene” but he attended Mass anonymously every weekend and often during the week.  He worked in soup kitchens.  

· He also created probably the largest series of religious paintings of any American artist.  He did a series of prints titled Details of Renaissance Paintings based on religious painting by Renaissance master including Leonardo da Vinci’s Last Supper.  It was the last work that Warhol would see exhibited before his death.

· Warhol died in 1987 after surgery at the age of 59.  His death was front-page news.  He was the Prince of Pop, one of the most famous pop artists who made art rooted in popular American culture.

Andy Warhol

American Artist

1928 – 1987

Vocabulary

Pop Art
Pop Culture

blotted line technique

repetition
rubber stamps


illustrator
placement

photographic reproductions 
isolation
photo silk screening

Background

· Andy Warhol was considered the first superstar of American art – the “Prince of Pop”.  He helped create a style of art called Pop Art by painting pictures of ordinary objects using bright colors and simple shapes.  He was inspired to look at art in a new way, he got his ideas from pop culture, contemporary art and whatever else was current. His art shows what was popular in American culture during the 1960’s and is fun to look at.

· Before becoming a famous Pop Artist, he was a successful commercial illustrator working for magazines, newspapers, and television.  He was also interested in book illustration and published several books of his own, as well as illustrating other writer’s works.  He had enormous creative energy and was always experimenting with new techniques, materials, and imageries.  It was the energy and the desire to be accepted as a “serious” artist that led him to Pop Art.

· During his experiments with new techniques he began to use silkscreen to print images on canvas.  This process enabled Warhol to select an image, reproduce it mechanically, and repeat it as many times as he wanted.  He was then able to manipulate the image using repetition or by isolating it, using bright colors and simplifying the image, and creating a rhythm on the canvas.  This became the style that was his and his alone – his signature.

Resources

Children’s Books – Uncle Andy’s, James Warhola; Andy Warhol, Joanne Mattern; Andy Warhol, Mike Venezia; The 20th Century, Post-1945: Artists, Writers, and Composers, Sarah Halliwell; The American Eye: Eleven Artists of the 20th Century, Jan Greenberg and Sandra Jordan; Lives of the Artists: Masterpieces, Messes (and what the neighbors thought), Kathleen Krull; Art Revolutions: Pop Art, Linda Bolton
Other Books – Andy Warhol, Prince of Pop, Jan Greenberg; The Essential Andy Warhol, Ingrid Schaffner; The Religious Art of Andy Warhol, Jane Dillenberger; Andy Warhol Prints: A Catalog Raisonne, 1962-1987, Frayda Feldman; Warhol (Great Modern Masters series), José María Faerna; Andy Warhol (Rizzoli Art series), Jonathon Katz; Andy Warhol, A Retrospective (Museum of Modern Art), Kynaston McShine; Andy Warhol, Carter Ratcliff; The Andy Warhol Diaries, Andy Warhol and Pat Hackett; Popism, Andy Warhol and Pat Hackett

Web Sites – www.warhol.org, www.corcoran.org/exhibitions/Warhol_index.asp, www.warhols.com, www.warholfoundation.org, www.artchive.com/artchive/W/warhol.html, www.artcyclopedia.com/artists/warhol_andy.html, en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Andy_Warhol,  www.pbs.org/wnet/americanmasters/database/warhol_a.html, www.nga.gov/cgi-bin/pbio?32670, www.guggenheimcollection.org/site/artist_works_163_o.html 

Viewing Art Locally

The National Gallery of Art (DC) – Green Marilyn, A Boy for Meg, Let Us Now Praise Famous Men

Hirshhorn Museum and Sculpture Garden (DC) – Flowers, Marilyn Monroe’s Lips, Nixon ’72 (Vote McGovern), Self-Portrait

Corcoran Gallery of Art (DC) – Mao

Current exhibition until 2/20/06 – Warhol Legacy: Selections from the Andy Warhol Museum

Smithsonian American Art Museum (DC) – Corporate Art Trade, Flowers, Jackie II and Jackie III (from the portfolio 11 Pop Artists, Vols. II & III), Untitled (Birmingham, Alabama)

Museum of Modern Art (NY) – Tomato Soup, Marilyn Monroe, The Search for the Lost Shoe, Gold Marilyn Monroe, Roll of Bills, Empire

Metropolitan Museum of Art (NY) – Vegetarian Vegetable from Campbell’s Soup II, Photo Booth Self-Portrait, Evening Gown, Self-Portrait, Last Self-Portrait

 
 
 
 
Andy Warhol

Projects

Materials


Drawing paper, 9 x 12 


Colored markers


Shoe stencils


Paint (optional)


Pop culture examples
Shoes (GRACE Art project 3) Poster 5 and Shoe Posters

· Look at the posters of Warhol’s shoes.

· Students will either draw shoes for themselves or for someone famous.  

· Using drawing paper draw a shoe or for younger students use stencils as an outline.  Design and decorate the shoe with bright colors and patterns to reflect your personality.  

· Or design a shoe for a famous person.  Include designs and patterns on the shoe that reflect the personality.  See Cat shoe as an example.

Pop culture images (GRACE Art project 1) Poster 4  and Poster 6

· Choose an image from Pop Culture and reproduce it on grand scale.  The entire class will use the same image but color it individually.  There are some examples on the cart or you can bring your own. 

· Choose the object and the paper orientation.  You can also choose a color theme if you’d like.  

· Using drawing paper each child draws the object.  Fill the entire page with the object.  Decorate using bright color markers.

· Combine all the drawings together to form a pattern.

Andy Warhol

Inventory List

Portfolio - 12 GRACE posters



3 shoe posters

Resource Books - 10


Uncle Andy’s, James Warhola (2 copies)


Andy Warhol, Prince of Pop, Jan Greenberg and Sandra Jordan

Warhol (Great Modern Masters series), José María Faerna
The American Eye: Eleven Artists of the 20th Century, Jan Greenberg and Sandra Jordan

The 20th Century, Post-1945: Artists, Writers, and Composers, Sarah Halliwell

Andy Warhol Prints, Fraya Feldman and Jorg Schellmann

The Essential Andy Warhol, Ingrid Schaffner

Teaching Art Since 1950, National Gallery of Art

Art Revolutions: Pop Art, Linda Bolton

Project Materials


9 x 12 drawing paper


colored markers


Shoe stencils


Pop culture examples
Andy Warhol
Inventory Notes

 
#1
Title Board


Camouflage Self-Portrait, 1986, acrylic and silkscreen on canvas, 80 x 80 in


left


Andy Warhol Foundation for Visual Arts, 


Andy Warhol, date, photograph 








middle upper 


Julia Serves Andy Breakfast in the house at Lexington Avenue and 89th Street,  date, photograph
middle lower


Big Torn Campbell’s Soup Can (Black Bean), 1962, sun polymer paint on canvas, 72 x 54 in
lower right


Kunstsanmlung Nordhein, Westfalen, Dusseldorf

#2
Marilyn Diptych, 1962, silkscreen ink on synthetic polymer paint on canvas, two panels, each 82 x 57 in

Tate Gallery, London

#3
If you want to know all about Andy Warhol…
Andy Warhol stamps, 2001, U S Postal Service






left


Marilyn Monroe, 1967, silkscreen and oil on canvas, 40 x 40 in




right


Leo Castelli Gallery, New York


 

#4
One Hundred Cans, 1962, oil on canvas, 72 x 52 in


Andy Warhol Foundation

 


#5
The Autobiography of Alice B. Shoe and My Shoe is Your Shoe, 1955
 
The Autobiography of Alice B. Shoe, 1955, hand colored lithograph on paper, 9 ¾ x 13 ¾ in
top left


From A la Recherche du Shoe Perdu (Autobiography of Alice B. Shoe)


Andy in New York, Nora Zavacky, 1952, photograph, 





top right


My Shoe is Your Shoe, 1955, hand colored lithograph on paper, 9 ¾ x 13 ¾ in


bottom


From A la Recherche du Shoe Perdu (My Shoe is Your Shoe)

#6
Daisy, 1982
 


#7
Flag, Jasper Johns, 1957
 


#8
Andy Warhol painted pictures of his mother’s cats

 
Untitled (from book, 25 Cats Name Sam and One Blue Pussy), 1954, hand-colored offset print
top

 


One Blue Pussy (from book, 25 Cats Name Sam and One Blue Pussy), 1954, hand-colored
lower left

offset print, 9 ⅛ x 6”


Untitled (from book, 25 Cats Name Sam and One Blue Pussy), 1954, hand-colored offset print, 
lower right

9 ⅛ x 6”









#9
In 1954 Andy illustrated a book with pictures of cats that belonged to his mother, Julia.  All of the cats were named Sam!
#10
Julia Warhola, Andy Warhol’s mother, did the handwriting on Andy’s early paintings

Untitled, (from book, 25 Cats Name Sam and One Blue Pussy), 1954, hand-colored offset print
upper left


Untitled, (from book, 25 Cats Name Sam and One Blue Pussy), 1954, hand-colored offset print
upper right

Untitled, (from book, 25 Cats Name Sam and One Blue Pussy), 1954, hand-colored offset print
lower right

#11
Unusual Portraits of Celebrities
 
Marilyn Monroe’s Lips, 1962, synthetic polymer, enamel, an pencil on canvas, 


left

two panels, 82 ¾ x 80 ¾ size & 82 ¾ x 82 ⅜ in 








Hirshhorn Museum and Sculpture Garden, Smithsonian Institution, Washington, D.C.


Vote McGovern, 1972, screenprinterd on Arches watercolor paper, 42 x 42 in


right


Andy Warhol Foundation

#12
Using Repetition
 
Sixteen Jackies, 1964, acrylic and silkscreen on canvas, 16 panels, each 20 x 16”, total 80 x 64”
left


Walker Art Center, Minneapolis


192 One-Dollar Bills, 1962, silkscreen ink on canvas, 73 ¼ x 74 ⅜ in



right


Marx Collection, Berlin, on permanent loan to Städtisches Museum Abteiberg, Mönchengladbach
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