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Carmen Lomas Garza
Presentation Outline
· Poster 1 and Poster 9
· Carmen Lomas Garza, a Mexican-American (Chicano) artist, was born in Kingsville, Texas on the border of Mexico in 1948.  

· She currently lives in San Francisco, California
· Garza uses paintings, etchings and lithographs to show the traditions and customs of her CHICANO heritage.  Chicano is a term to describe descendants of Mexican people who remained north of the US/Mexico border when it was created in 1848.    They value both the traditions of their native Mexico and their unique experience as immigrants in the United States.
· Garza knew she wanted to be an artist from the time she was 13 years old.  “From the time I was a young girl I always dreamed of becoming an artist.  I practiced drawing every day, I studied at school; and I finally did become an artist.  My family has inspired and encouraged me for all these years.” (from Family Pictures).  This was a daring dream for a young Mexican-American in Texas at that time.  

· She was inspired by her mother and grandmother to become an artist.  She came from an artistic family – her mother & grandmother – Her father was an also an artisan who worked in sheet metal and wood.  

· She received her degree in went to college at Texas Arts and Industries University (now Texas A&M).  She went to get 2 masters degrees.
· During her college years, the Chicano movement emerged to develop acknowledgement and pride in Mexican American heritage.  Garza saw her art as opportunity to showcase this heritage in a positive way.
· Photograph of Garza in Just Like Me or Making Magic Windows
Poster 3, and Poster 7
? 
What does she like to paint?? (everyday activities and special events in her life)
· ? 
Does anyone know what GENRE means?? – art that depicts everyday life and its surroundings.  Its purpose is simple – record, please the eye, make us smile and record important occasions.
· “A little piece of my heart” is how Garza describes her work. She reflects her Chicano culture by portraying the family life of a typical Mexican American family – their traditions, celebrations, ceremonies, everyday life, and religion.  
· She uses the term MONITOS (little people) to describe her paintings of family activities which portray a strong sense of family and cultural pride
? 
Are any of these pictures familiar to you?
? 
Do you have any similar traditions as those in the paintings? – egg painting

? 
Do any of these remind you of things you and your family do? – apple picking, cooking, piñata, parties
· Read some of the descriptions written by Garza 
? 
What is important to Garza? – Family, tradition

? 
What kind of mood do you see in these paintings? (light, happy, joyful)
? 
How do things that are important make you feel?
· Garza put many of these paintings in two books that she published Family Pictures/Cuadros de familia and In My Family/En Mi Familia.  The paintings are accompanied by a description in both English & Spanish.
Poster 4
? 
Does anyone know what a cake walk is?  
· Compare these 2 paintings by Winslow Homer and Garza – Both depict GENRE, both are joyful
? 
What is different about the 2 paintings?? 
Garza’s work is 2 dimensional.  It’s very flat.  Dimensions are distorted

Homer’s work is more 3 dimensional.  It shows depth, movement.  
· Describe techniques for Foreground/Background (GRACE handout)
?
Do you see any similarities to another artist we’ve studied this year?  (Faith Ringgold – celebrated African-American heritage, used artwork to tell stories of heritage and her life and created children’s books using artwork.)

?
Show Tar Beach.  How are they alike?  (genre, flat, personal history)
Poster 8
· Another medium Garza uses is etchings
· These are some of first work that she did, in 1972

· ?
Do they remind of any game you know?  Bingo

· They are for a game called lotería, similar to bingo, but instead of numbers it uses phrases and pictures.  Sometimes the clues are actually riddles which you have to figure out to decide which picture to cover up.  For example – the hat of kings – a crown
· It is a very popular pastime for adults and children 
Poster 2
· This poster shows Garza other medium - PAPEL PICADO – cut paper art.  Papel picado is a Mexican folk-art technique used for many celebrations that involves cutting out intricate designs from paper.

· These are taken from the book Family Pictures/Cuadros de familia.  They are similar methods but different style from the typical papel picado banners that are used in celebrations (see poster 7)
· There was so much interest in the papel picado she later wrote Magic Windows and Making Magic Windows 
· Read page 2, Introduction
· Pick a couple more pieces and read descriptions

· Conclude with Page 30 – sums up Garza’s love for her culture/heritage /traditions…..

· Good lead into project
Poster 5 & 6 – not used
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Vocabulary
Papel picado – cut paper
monitos
genre

culture

etching

intaglio

Background

· Carmen Lomas Garza, a Mexican American (Chicano) artist, was born in Kingsville, Texas on the border of Mexico in 1948.  She knew she wanted to be an artist from the time she was 13 years old.  She was inspired by her mother and grandmother to become an artist.  “From the time I was a young girl I always dreamed of becoming an artist.  I practiced drawing every day, I studied at school; and I finally did become an artist.  My family has inspired and encouraged me for all these years.” (from Family Pictures)

· “A little piece of my heart” is how Garza describes her work. She reflects her Chicano culture by portraying the family life of a typical Mexican American family – their traditions, celebrations, ceremonies, everyday life, and religion.  The theme of this type of artwork is called genre.  She uses monitos or little people in her work who portray a strong sense of family and cultural pride.

· Garza uses several mediums for her artwork – paintings, etchings, and papel picado; she then uses her artwork in her books, which are bilingual (in Spanish and English).  Etching is a printmaking technique that she has used to make Lotería cards, which is a Mexican game that is similar to bingo.  Papel picado is a Mexican folk-art technique used for many celebrations that involves cutting out intricate designs from paper.
Resources

Children’s Books – Family Pictures/Cuadros de Familia, Carmen Lomas Garza; In My Family/En Mi Familia, Carmen Lomas Garza; Magic Windows – Ventanas Mágicas, Carmen Lomas Garza; Making Magic Windows, Carmen Lomas Garza; Just Like Me: Stories and Self-Portraits by Fourteen Artists, Harriet Rohmer; Piece of My Heart/Pedacito de mi Corazon, Carmen Lomas Garza
Web Sites – www.carmenlomasgarza.com, www.esparanto.com/Legacy/CLGarza.html, mati.eas.asu.edu:8421/ChicanArte/html_pages/CarmenlssOutl.html, www.rif.org/art/illustrators/garza.mspx, www.artcyclopedia.com/artists/garza_carmen_lomas.html, www.childrensbookpress.org/06/fp.html, www.childrensbookpress.org/06/mw.html 

Viewing Art Locally

Hirshhorn Museum and Sculpture Garden (DC) – Beds for Dreams; Earache Treatment

Smithsonian American Art Museum (DC) – Loteria-Primera Tabla; Loteria-Segundo Tabla; Loteria-Tercera Tabla; Loteria-Tabla Llena; Ofreciendo Flores; La Curandera; Camas para Suenos
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Projects

Description – Papel Picado Our project this month will be papel picado.  You can make banners and hang them in the classrooms if you’d like.  You will just need to vary the difficulty depending on the grade.

Materials


Colored tissue paper, 30 x 20” – cut to 15” x 20”

White tissue paper


Colored copy paper – 8 ½ x 11


White copy paper – 8 ½ x 11

Yarn

Scissors

Glue

· Prep

· Cut tissue paper in half to 15” x 20” 

Activity

1. Go over scissor safety.  To get better cuts, move the paper more than scissors. 
2. Papel picado is similar to making snowflakes.  You cut along the folds to repeat a pattern.  Go over cutting on folds with younger children.
3. Have the children practice cuts along a fold of scrap white paper to get the feel.  They can cut notches, curves, and shapes, but they need to be sure to leave adequate space between cuts so the tissue paper doesn’t tear.

4. Have them make their first one using white tissue paper so they get used to the process.  Then they can progress to colored tissue paper.

5. The directions for papel picado in the GRACE package are good – so follow those.  The direction pages from Making Magic Windows are on posters for the older children to follow.  They can follow one to get ideas try to get them to design their own.
6.  A few things to remember

a. If you’re making banners, have them make a string fold across the top first, then keep that fold in view when making other folds.

b. Make folds in the same direction so you know which side to cut on.

c. Don’t cut all the way through from one side to another. You need connectors to keep the paper in place

d. Don’t make the openings too big, it’s hard to keep them in place.

e. When unfolding, go slowly.  The paper will stick together along the folds, so go slowly and don’t pull hard.

f. You may need to smooth out the tissue paper after you’re done cutting.  Do so gently and slowly.  The creases will come out in time after hanging.

 Carmen Lomas Garza

Inventory List

Portfolio - 9 posters

Resource Books - 5
Family Pictures/Cuadros de familia, Carmen Lomas Garza, 1990
In My Family/En Mi Familia, Carmen Lomas Garza, 1996
Magic Windows/Ventanas mágicas, Carmen Lomas Garza, 1999
Making Magic Windows, Carmen Lomas Garza, 1999
Just Like Me:  Stories and Self Portraits by Fourteen Artists, edited by Harriet Rohmer

Project Materials


Colored tissue paper

White tissue paper


Colored copy paper – 8 ½ x 11

Yarn

Scissors

Glue

Carmen Lomas Garza
Inventory Notes

#1
Title Board, Carmen Lomas Garza
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top left


Self-Portrait, 










top middle


Detail from Conejo/Rabbit









top middle



In Family Pictures/Cuadros de familia, p 18


Beds for Dreaming/Cama para Sueños, 1985, gouache on Arches paper,
23 x 17 ½ in,

top right


Smithsonian American Art Museum



In Family Pictures/Cuadros de familia, p 30

?












Middle


Prickly Pear / A Little Piece of my Heart (Pedacito de mi corazon0, 1991, 



Lower left

oil and alkyd on wood, 32 x 24 in, Collection of artist

El Milagro/The Miracle, 1987, oil on canvas, 36 x 48 in





Lower middle


Private collection, Pasadena, California



In In my Family/En mi familia

Sandia/ Pedacito de mi Corazón (Watermelon / little piece of my heart  1986, 


Lower right
gouache on cotton paper, 11 1/2 x 15 in, Private collection, San Francisco, CA
#2
Papel Picado 



Papel Picado used on description page of each picture in Family Pictures/Cuadros de familia
#3
Genre Scenes

La Tamalada/Making Tamales, 1988, Oil on linen mounted on wood, 24 x 32 in


top left


Private collection, Aptos, California



In Family Pictures/Cuadros de familia, p 22






Naranjas/Oranges









top right



In Family Pictures/Cuadros de familia p 6


Sandía/Watermelon, 1986, Gouache on cotton paper, 20 x 28 in




lower left


Private collection, New York, NY


In Family Pictures/Cuadros de familia, p 24

Abuelitos Piscando Nopalitos (grandparents harvesting cactus), 1980, gouache on cotton paper,
lower right

11 x 14 in, private collection, San Francisco, CA



Piscando nopalitos/Picking Nopal Cactus in Family Pictures/Cuadros de familia, p 14
#4
Compare & Contrast

Cakewalk, Carmen Lomas Garza, 1987, acrylic on canvas, 36 x 48 in



left


Private collection, Aptos, California



In Family Pictures/Cuadros de Familia, p 12

Snap the Whip, Winslow Homer, 1872, oil on canvas, 22 x 36”




right

The Butler Institute of American Art, Youngstown, Ohio
#5
Themes or Purposes of Art

Art as the mirror of everyday life 








top left



Empanadas (turnovers), Carmen Lomas Garza, 1991, Gouache on cotton paper, 20 x 28 in 



Private collection, Brownsville, Texas



In In my Family/En mi familia

Art and Nature










top right



?, Paul Cézanne


Pride and Politics










middle left



Family of Carlos IV, Francisco de Goya, 1801, oil on canvas, 280 x 336 cm



Museo del Prado, Madrid


Magic/Survival










middle right

The Gulf Stream, 1899, oil on canvas, 28 ⅛ x 49 ⅛”








The Metropolitan Museum of Art, New York
Imagination & Fantasy









lower left



Persistence of Memory, Salvador Dali, 1931,oil on canvas, 9 ½ x 13 in



Museum of Modern Art, New York

Art in the Service of Religion








lower right



Rembrandt?

#6
What is the Mood?

Felino's Breakdancers, Carmen Lomas Garza, 1988, gouache on cotton paper, 20 x 25 inches
Top


Oakland Museum of California, Oakland, CA

?, ?











middle left


Tiburón martillo /Hammerhead Shark, Carmen Lomas Garza, 1987, oil on canvas,


middle right


36 x 48”, collection of the artist




In Family Pictures/Cuadros de Familia, p 16

?, ?











lower left


?, ?











lower right


Questions to ask



Which paintings are noisy, which are quiet?



Which paintings are calm?



Can a painting have more than one mood?



Which painting has a confusing mood?



Are any of the paintings peaceful?



Which painting would you like to hop into if you could?



Which paintings are my Carmen Lomas Garza?  How can you tell?

#7
Family Traditions

Cascarones/Easter Eggs, 1989, gouache on cotton paper, 15 x 20 in



top


Private collection



In In my Family/En mi familia

Cumpleaños de Lala y Tudi’s Birthday Party, 1989, oil on canvas, 36 x 48 in


lower left


Private collection, Aptos, California



In Family Pictures/Cuadros de familia, p 10


La Feria en Reynosa, The Fair in Reynosa, 1987, Gouache on cotton paper, 20 x 28 in

Lower right



In Family Pictures/Cuadros de familia, p 4
#8
Etchings

Loteria-Primera Tabla/First Playing Card, 1972, color etching, 12 x 10”



top left


Smithsonian American Art Museum, Washington, D.C.


Loteria-Tabla Llena/Full Playing Card, 1972, color etching, size




top right


Smithsonian American Art Museum, Washington, D.C.


Loteria-Tercera Tabla/Third Playing Card, 1972, color etching, 12 x 10”



lower left


Smithsonian American Art Museum, Washington, D.C.


Loteria-Segunda Tabla/Second Playing Card, 1972, color etching, 16 x 15 in

 
lower right


Smithsonian American Art Museum, Washington, D.C.

#9
Beds for Dreaming/Cama para Sueños, 1985, gouache on Arches paper, 23 x 17 ½ in
Smithsonian American Art Museum

· 

In Family Pictures/Cuadros de Familia, p 30






Lake Anne Elementary GRACE Art 2005 - 2006

