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René Magritte
Presentation Outline
Poster 3, Poster 10, Poster 1, and Poster 8
· René Magritte was born on November 21, 1898 in the small town of Lessines in Belgium.  His father was a tailor and his mother was a milliner (maker of hats). His brothers Raymond and Paul were two and four years younger than him. Magritte took his first painting classes when he was 12 years old. He began his formal art training when he studied painting from 1916 to 1918 at the academy of art in Brussels, Belgium.

· As a young man, Magritte experimented with painting in an abstract style.

?
Do you remember the painters Wassily Kandinsky and Paul Klee?  [They are modern, abstract painters that we learned about in GRACE Art.]
· Then, something happened that changed Magritte’s ideas about art. He saw a painting in a style called SURREALISM.  Surrealist painters tried to make their paintings look like a dream. The paintings have familiar objects, but something is changed in an unexpected way.
· From then on, Magritte tried to paint what he called “the greatest purpose of art:  SURPRISE”. Magritte wanted us to see the world in a new, unexpected way.
?
Poster 3 (Personal Values) – 
What everyday objects do you see? [comb, goblet, shaving brush, matchstick, bed, cabinet]

What are all of these things doing together in the painting? [ordinary objects in unusual situations – creates mystery, dream-like, surprising]

Notice the sizes of things – what is strange about them? [scale is changed]
What are the walls made of? [clouds]
· In June 1922, he married Georgette Berger. They had no children, but they had pets --- canaries and a Pomeranian dog named Loulou.  Georgette and Rene Magritte remained married and devoted to each other all their lives.
· Magritte worked as a pattern designer in a wallpaper factory, and later he designed commercial posters and advertisements and exhibition booths for trade fairs. When he was 26 years old, he sold his first painting.  When he was almost 40, he began painting full time.

· For a few years, he and his wife lived in Paris. In 1930, they returned to Brussels, where they lived for the rest of their lives, in an ordinary house in a small Belgian suburb. Although Magritte’s paintings are unusual, Magritte led a very conventional (typical and normal) life. He wore suits and ties, topcoats and bowler hats, walked his dog to the store to buy groceries, and met his friends at the café.
· Poster 10 (Rene Magritte, Belgian Artist, 1898-1967) – Here are photos of Magritte in his topcoat and bowler hat.
?
In Song of the Violet (Poster 10), do you notice anything strange about the men? [they are turned to stone – calcified].
?
Poster 1 (Golconda) –  Do you see anything unusual in this painting? [Actually, the objects in the painting are familiar and not at all unusual: houses, and men in suits and bowler hats.  By repeating the objects, and showing these familiar objects in an unexpected and impossible scene, Magritte creates mystery, surprise.]
?
Poster 8 (Empire of Light) – What do you think about this painting? Is it night? Is it day? [confusion of night and day – a recurring theme in Magritte]
Poster 2, Poster 12, Poster 5
· Poster 2 (“La Clef des Champs”) – What happened here? [broken window, the scene painted on the broken glass is the same as the view outside the window] 
· Poster 12 (Surrealists – Painters of Dreams and Fantasy) – Have you noticed the large number of windows and doors in Magritte’s paintings? [the idea of the painting as a window or a door with a view into the world]
· Poster 5 (“The Surprise Answer”) – Why do you think Magritte painted a hole in the door? [view beyond and into another world or dream world]
Poster 6
· Poster 6 (“The Blank Signature”) – A woman is riding through the woods on a horse.
?
What is in front of her and what is behind her?  [trees that are behind her are in the foreground and hide part of her body and part of the horse; her left hand and part of the horse have disappeared – open space takes on the quality of a solid.]
Poster 9
· Poster 9 (Objects Crammed in a Small Room) – familiar objects are made larger or smaller in size, changing the scale [surprising, strange, dream-like]; a recurring theme in Magritte’s work.
Poster 11
?
Poster 11 (What is Unusual About These Men?) – familiar objects are placed where the head should be [strange, disturbing?]
 René Magritte
 Belgian Artist
1898 - 1967

Objectives

· Recognize how Magritte’s paintings change the world as we are used to seeing it [his paintings put ordinary objects in unusual situations].

· Explain how Magritte’s paintings make everyday objects appear magical, mysterious, or surprising [his paintings change the size of ordinary things, contrast deep space with objects crammed into small spaces, confuse indoors and outdoors, confuse night and day, show heavy objects floating (buoyancy), and show the texture of familiar objects changed to stone (calcified)].
· Hear or learn the word “Surrealism”.  Surrealism is a style of painting and writing that developed during a time when people were studying and trying to understand the subconscious mind (our ideas, memories, imagination) and dreams.  Artists tried to create paintings that looked like a dream or a fantasy.
Vocabulary

Surrealism

buoyancy

texture

calcified

metamorphosis
space


contrast

pattern

SURPRISE

scale
Background

· René Magritte, a Belgian artist, was born on November 21, 1898.  His realistic paintings of oversized household objects, cloud-filled skies, and men in bowler hats have had a profound influence on the art of the 20th Century.
· Early in his painting career, Magritte’s unusual paintings were widely rejected by the public. Magritte’s fame and international success arrived later in his life.  Magritte wanted his paintings to shock and surprise his audience, by making ordinary things seem mysterious and strange.  Early audiences did not understand his work.  Today’s viewers are no longer shocked in the same way and now admire his paintings for their mystery, surprise, and imagination.
· Magritte did not like to travel, but in 1937, he visited his friend and art patron Edward James in London.  In 1965, he flew to the United States to attend his major exhibition at the Museum of Modern Art in New York City. Rene Magritte died on August 15, 1967 in Brussels. He died from cancer of the pancreas.
· Two childhood experiences had a very strong influence on Magritte’s unusual vision of the world. As a child he often visited an old cemetery with stone monuments and wooden caskets. When he was fourteen years old, Magritte’s mother died.
· Surrealism began soon after World War I (1914 – 1918) and as an artistic and literary movement was at its height in the 1920’s and 1930’s. In 1924, a French poet named Andre Breton founded the first Surrealist group in Paris.  Breton and his friends described their ideas as surreal. The word means “more than real”, or “on top of” real. The word is made up of sur (the French word for “on”) and the word “real”.  The Surrealists thought that dreams were more real than “real life”.  By the 1930’s the Surrealists were holding international exhibitions. The most well-known Surrealist is likely Salvador Dali (1904 – 1989). When France was invaded during World War II (1939 – 1945), many Surrealists fled to the USA. After this, the movement began to fade.
· Rene Magritte and the Surrealists were strongly influenced by the Italian painter Giorgio de Chirico, whose paintings showed a strange mixture of objects, out of normal scale with one another, against backgrounds of sky and space. In de Chirico’s works, the titles of the paintings seem to have nothing to do with what is in the painting.  Similarly, Magritte was interested in making us question the names of things (words) and their images.  For example, many of the titles of Magritte’s paintings make the painting seem even more mysterious to the viewer.
Resources

Children’s Books – Dinner at Magritte’s, by Michael Garland; Now you see it – now you don’t: Rene Magritte, by Angela Wenzel, from Adventures in Art series by Prestel-Verlag books.
Other Books – The Essential Rene Magritte, by Todd Alden; Art Revolutions – Surrealism, by Linda Bolton; Magritte, by Jose Maria Faerna (General Editor); Rene Magritte – Thought rendered visible, by Marcel Paquet (Taschen books).
Web sites – 

http://www.magritte.com/index.cfm
http://www.artchive.com/artchive/M/magritte.html
http://www.artcyclopedia.com/artists/magritte_rene.html
http://www.nga.gov/cgi-bin/pinfo?Object=68966+0+none
Viewing Magritte’s Art Locally (East Coast)
National Gallery of Art (DC) – 2 works by Magritte
The Metropolitan Museum of Art (NYC)
Museum of Modern Art (NYC)

Guggenheim (NYC)
 René Magritte
Project
“Dream Room”

Description – The children will make a drawing based on a theme of transforming a normal, everyday room to a surprising, dream room that is “more than real” or “beyond reality”, as in a dream or an illusion. Or, select the Alternate theme – Giant Everyday Object (see below).  For both projects, the children will make drawings where the SIZES and SCALE of everyday objects are mixed up, to create a dream-like, magical scene. They will use white drawing paper and colored pencils for the Dream Room and the Alternate theme projects.
Materials

Drawing paper:

White drawing paper (we will use the large drawing paper sheets, cut in half)
Drawing materials:
Colored pencils
Prep

· Ensure there is one half-sheet of drawing paper for each child. Please allow only one half-sheet per child, with as few exceptions as possible.
· Check the supply of colored pencils.
· Check with the teacher to see if the children have colored pencils available in the classroom, and if so, whether the children can use them for the GRACE Art project this month.
· Select the project – Dream Room or the Alternate theme – Giant Everyday Object.

Activity

· Begin by brainstorming with the children, asking questions to present ideas for their surprising dream room drawings, such as:
· What if you woke up and saw a giant comb on your bed that you could climb on?
· Imagine that you walked into your house and saw an apple that was so big it touched the ceiling?
· What if a train zoomed through your living room?
· Imagine that your cat is so big it could barely fit into the front door, or your car is so small it could easily drive into your bedroom?
You may want to “walk” the class through these suggested steps, together:
· Ask each child to pick a room (bedroom, kitchen, bathroom, living room, dining room). Ask that each child sit for a moment and think about which room in their house they will draw.
· First draw the outlines of the room – Draw the outline of the room on the drawing paper. Draw the floor, walls, and ceiling.  Add a window to the room.

· Draw some of the furniture that belongs in the room. Change the size of the furniture. Change the scale by drawing an object as larger or smaller in relation to the room or other objects. Change the position of the furniture (maybe your bed is buoyant -- floating on the ceiling?).
· Draw things inside the room that normally belong outdoors. (Maybe a tree grows in your bedroom, or a penguin sits on the floor.)

· Draw a normal, familiar object and change the size of the object, or change the texture of the object, or change the behavior of the object (a heavy item that floats?).

· Draw a solid object that is transparent (clear).
· Draw a metamorphosis of an object – draw a familiar object that is changing from one thing into something else. [Magritte painted a pair of shoes that seemed to be changing into a person’s feet, and a fish that looked half-human.]
Alternate Theme – Giant Everyday Object
· Draw a surprising, dream-like, magical world from a normal, everyday object:

· Tennis shoe

· Apple

· Leaf

· Pizza

· Ask the children to draw one of these objects. Ask them to draw the object so that it takes up most of the space on the drawing paper – so the size and scale are giant!
· Then, around the giant object, add drawings of smaller people or objects (little people? spaceships and aliens? birds? ants? dogs and cats? tiny cars?) to transform the familiar object into something surprising and magical.

· If you wish, bring a prop to use as a drawing study – a shoe, a large apple, etc.

 René Magritte
Inventory List

Portfolio - 14 posters
Resource Books – Six (6) books are on our cart this month:
1. Dinner at Magritte’s, by Michael Garland [a children’s book]
2. Now you see it – now you don’t: Rene Magritte, by Angela Wenzel, from Adventures in Art series by Prestel-Verlag books [a children’s book]

3. The Essential Rene Magritte, by Todd Alden
4. Art Revolutions – Surrealism, by Linda Bolton
5. Magritte, by Jose Maria Faerna (General Editor)
6. Rene Magritte – Thought rendered visible, by Marcel Paquet (Taschen books).
Project Materials – white drawing paper, colored pencils, pencils
 René Magritte
Portfolio Inventory
 
#1
“Golconde” (1953)
#2
“La Clef des Champs” (1936)
#3
Personal Values (1952)
#4
“The Return”
 


#5
“The Surprise Answer”
#6
“The Blank Signature” (1956)
 


#7
La Marriage Du Minuit
 


#8
The Empire of Lights
 


#9
Objects Crammed in a Small Room
#10
Rene Magritte, Belgian Artist, 1898-1967
#11
What is Unusual About These Men?
 


#12
Surrealists – Painters of Dreams and Fantasy
#13
Rene Magritte (4 images – The Sorcerer, etc.)
#14
Rene Magritte (5 images – The Large Family, etc.)
Lake Anne Elementary GRACE Art 2006 - 2007

