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Romare Bearden

1914 – 1988

Poster 8 / picture of him on cover of the Romare Bearden book

Background

· Romare “Romie” Bearden was born on September 11, 1911 in Charlotte, NC in Mecklenburg County
· When Romie was very young (around 1914) they moved to New York City – Harlem, his parents wanted him to grow up in a place where differences between people were respected rather than feared.
· He grew up in Harlem, but also spent time in Pittsburgh and Charlotte.  Harlem remained his home as an adult but he also had a home and studio in St. Martin where his wife, Nanette Rohan, was from.

· He grew up in a very supportive, middle-class household.  His great-grandfather was a former slave who became a self-made man and belonged to the black upper class of Charlotte.  Both of his parents went to college and his mother was a well known and respected woman in New York – NY editor of the Chicago Defender, and the first president of the Negro Women’s Democratic Association
· His home was a gathering place for intellectuals and musicians – W.E.B DuBois, Paul Robeson, Countee Cullen, Fats Waller, Duke Ellington, Charles Alston, Langston Hughes, and Aaron Douglas
· Music was a big influence in his life – drawing while hearing music – rhythm is depicted in his work

· He went to college at Boston University and played on an all-black baseball team.  After 2 years, he went to NYU and graduated with degree in Mathematics

· He got a job as a caseworker with the Department of Welfare in New York to support himself.  He worked all day and then went home to his art.

· 1935 founded Harlem Artists Guild, established studio at 306 W 125th St, associated with 306 Group including other artists, writers, poets, musicians – Harlem Renaissance

· 1936 – Realized that he wanted to be an artist – enrolled in the Art Students League and was taught by George Grosz, a German Expressionist – “He made me realize the artistic possibilities of American Negro subject matter”

· In 1950 he went to Paris to study art.  He met Constantin Brancusi and became friends.  When he returned to New York in 1951 he practiced copying the old masters at home and studied Chinese art.  He stopped painting for 2 years and wrote songs.  In 1952 he met Nanette Rohan, a dancer and artist; she inspired him to start painting again and they were married in 1954.
· Poster 8 – shows some of his influences in his work and some of the styles/techniques that he experimented with.  What are some of the influences that you see? – life in Charlotte, trains, patchwork quilts, and music.  Techniques that he experimented with – painting (watercolor), collage, and photomontage.
· Does anyone know what “college” is?  (a picture made by pasting down objects, comes from the French word meaning “to cut and paste”)
The Block – from the book The Block or p.38 in Romare Bearden, Collage of Memories
· His work portrayed life of the African American
· The Block, consists of 6 panels, showing the life on a city block in Harlem – Evangelical church, sitting on steps, street (Other half shows shop, barbershop)

?
Can you see what is happening in this painting-collage?

?
Is it happy or sad?

?
Do you remember who invented collage? {Pablo Picasso}

· Bearden influenced by Picasso – both Cubism (simple and massive forms) and Collage 
· Who was another artist who used cut paper? (Matisse)
· Do you know what improvisation is?

· The art of Collage lends itself to improvisation because things can be moved around and easily changed – similarity to jazz

Poster 2 – Farewell Eugene & Poster 6 – The Visitor
· Bearden cut up books, magazines and bit of colored cloth to tell his stories of memories and dreams of being black in America

?
What has been cut out here, what images do you see? 
?
What is happening here?  What is the mood?

Poster 5 – Summertime & The Street (p. 16 – Romare Bearden, Collage of Memories)
· Bearden also cut and pasted pieced of photographs – Does anyone know what this is called?  Photomontage
· He also added paint to add details to his collages

· He often showed hands larger

· Eugene taught him to draw houses showing inhabitants inside – through a window/ door

Poster 9 – Caroline Shout

· Combination of collage and painting

· A baptism scene from his memory

Poster 10, Poster 11, Poster 13 and Poster 3
· Music was a big influence in Bearden’s life – he loved music, especially jazz and blues
· Jazz not only influenced his subjects, but also the way he worked.  “One of the things I did was listen to a lot of music.  I’d take a sheet of paper and just make lines while I listened to records – a kind of shorthand to pick up the rhythm and the intervals.”

· Incorporated brighter colors – influenced by his trips to St. Martin
· Bearden used difference materials, shapes, and colors to set different moods.  Repeated colors and shapes to give paintings unity.
· His paintings tell about life as an African American in rural South, steel factories in Pittsburgh, and Harlem.  They tell about rhythms of jazz.  The display the colors, customs and dress of French West Indies (his wife was from St. Martin – where they often visited)

Read some of the poems from The Block book


Romare Bearden

1914 - 1988

Vocabulary

collage
photomontage
improvisation

Cubism
texture
mood
Background

· Romare Bearden was born in Charlotte, North Carolina.  He moved to Harlem in New York City in 1927.  He grew up in Harlem, but also spent time Pittsburgh and Charlotte.  Harlem remained his home as an adult but he also had a home and studio in St. Martin where his wife was from.

· Romare‘s great-grandfather was a former slave who became a self-made man and belonged to the black upper class of Charlotte.  Both Bearden’s mother and father had gone to college.  Bearden’s mother was a well-known and respected woman and the publisher of Chicago Defender. Their home in Harlem was a frequent gathering place for intellectuals and artists – Billie Holiday, Fats Weller, Langston Hughes, Duke Ellington, and Charles Alston.
· When Romare was 12 he lived with his grandmother in Pittsburgh for a year.  He met a young boy named Eugene Bailey.  Eugene was a good artist and taught Romare to draw.  Unfortunately Eugene died a year later, but Eugene had inspired Romare to draw and observe detail, a lesson he never forgot.  

· Bearden went to college at Boston University and played on an all-black baseball team.  After 2 years he transferred to New York University and graduated with a degree in Math.  He decided that he wanted to be an artist even though his mother wanted him to be a doctor.

· He began experimenting with collages in early 1960’s.  These started out as a photomontage and over time he developed the collage techniques that he is most famous for.  

· The themes in his art represented his life – the life of the African-American, the rural South, steel factories in Pittsburgh, Harlem, jazz music, and St Martin.

· Bearden died in 1988 at the age of 76 from bone cancer.  He is regarded as one of the most influential African-American artists of the 20th century.

· Although Bearden is best known for his collages, he also produced paintings, illustrated books, and designed sets for dance companies and plays.

GRACE Art Connections

Constantin Brancussi

Pablo Picasso – collage, cubism

Henri Matisse – cut paper

Resources 
Children’s books – The Block, Collage by Romare Bearden, Poems by Langston Hughes; Romare Bearden, Kevin Brown; Romare Bearden, Collage of Memories, Jan Greenberg; Me and Uncle Romie, Claire Hartfield, Li’l Dan, The Drummer Boy, Romare Bearden
Web sites – http://www.darthmouth.edu/~awilson/Bearden, www.beardenfoundation.org, http://www.artcyclopedia.com/artists/bearden_romare.html, www.nga.gov/kids 
Viewing Art Locally

Smithsonian American Art Museum (DC) – Pepper Jelly Lady

Hirshhorn Museum and Sculpture Garden (DC) – The Prevalence Of Ritual: Baptism, Watching The Good Train Go By: Cotton, Sermons: The Walls Of Jericho, Black Madonna And Child

Virginia Museum of Fine Arts (Richmond) - Autumn of the Red Hat

The Metropolitan Museum of Art (New York) - The Block
Romare Bearden

Projects

Description - Individual collage – The children will make a collage based on a story or a theme such as tell about something that happened to them, someone they know, or someone they have heard about.  Or they could make up a story about someone or something they would like to happen.   Maybe a theme that would make a fun collage – things that make them laugh, things they do at bedtime, a list of wishes, favorite songs, etc.  Have them try to think of people, places, and memories that mean a lot to them. 

Have the children bring in magazines, old photos, special papers, fabric scraps, ribbons, etc. to use to make an individual collage.  Mix up pictures to make a person or setting. 
Materials

Colored Paper (12x18)

Glue or glue sticks

Colored markers and crayons

Magazines, newspapers, old photos, wrapping paper scraps, wall paper scraps, 

special papers, fabric scraps, ribbons, etc.


Prep

· Ensure that each child has a 12x18 sheet of colored paper for there background/base
· Check the supply of glue or glue sticks, the children should be able to share

· May want to have the children start brainstorming their theme by sending home a note a day or two before with list of needed supplies and suggestions for themes

Activity

· Have the children choose the colored paper, try to limit to 1 per student

· If they haven’t already done so, brainstorm with the children about a theme or story they want to tell in their collage.

· Once they have decided on a theme, they can start cutting out images from magazines, etc.

· Have them start deciding if it is important for their images to be in a particular order and have them lay them out to see how they will look together.

· Also have them think about their background, are they going to use cut paper, scraps of fabric, or possibly some crayons or markers for details.

· Then they can start gluing when they have it layed out the way they want it to look and if it tells the story they are trying to get across

Alternate Project - Class collage – Using The Block as an example, as a class put together a collage around a common place – Lake Anne, Reston, Washington DC.  Have each child bring in a picture of themselves to include in the mural.

Materials

Colored Mural Paper (Rolls in teacher workroom)

Glue or glue sticks

Colored markers and crayons

Magazines, newspapers, old photos, wrapping paper scraps, wall paper scraps, 

special papers, fabric scraps, ribbons, etc.


Prep

· Ensure that colored paper is available for there background/base

· Check the supply of glue or glue sticks, the children should be able to share

· May want to have the children start brainstorming their theme by sending home a note a day or two before with list of needed supplies and suggestions for themes

Activity

· If they haven’t already done so, brainstorm with the children about a theme or story they want to tell in their collage.

· Once they have decided on a theme, they can start cutting out images from magazines, etc.

· Have them start deciding if it is important for their images to be in a particular order and have them lay them out to see how they will look together.

· Also have them think about their background, are they going to use cut paper, scraps of fabric, or possibly some crayons or markers for details.

· Then they can start gluing when they have it layed out the way they want it to look and if it tells the story they are trying to get across

Romare Bearden
Inventory List

Portfolio - 13 posters

Resource Books - #5

The Block, Collage by Romare Bearden, Poems by Langston Hughes

Romare Bearden, Kevin Brown

Romare Bearden, Collage of Memories, Jan Greenberg

Li’l Dan, The Drummer Boy, Romare Bearden

Me and Uncle Romie, Claire Hartfield

Project Materials
Colored Paper (12x18)

Glue or glue sticks

Colored markers and crayons

Magazines, newspapers, old photos, wrapping paper scraps, wall paper scraps,

special papers, fabric scraps, ribbons, etc.

Romare Bearden

Inventory Notes

#1
Noah, Third Day, 1972
#2
Farewell Eugene, 1978, Romare Bearden Foundation, 16 ¼ x 20 ½”

This painting was Bearden’s way of honoring Eugene Bailey, a childhood friend, who taught Bearden to draw and who drew houses so you could see the inhabitants from the outside.  When Bailey died in 1925, Bearden’s interest in art decreased. 

#3
Piano Lesson, 1983, The Walter O. Evans Foundation for Art and Literature
#4
She Ba, 

#5
Summertime, 1967, Romare Bearden Foundation, 56 x 44”
#6
The Visitor, 1976, private collection
#7
Four Images

Showtime, 1974, private collection 50 x 40”




top left

Part of the Of the Blues series.  


The Prevalence of Ritual:  reverend John’s Sermon, No. 1, 1973, Flint Institute
top right

of Art, Michigan, 56 x 46”

Based on charismatic presence and oratory skills of African-American ministers.  Story depicts Joshua’s siege of Jericho.


Blues on the Bayou, 1987, ACA Galleries, 20 x 18”



lower left


Khayyám and the Black Girl, 1971, Collection Nanette Rohan Bearden, 40 x 30”
lower right

Omar Khayyám was an 11th century Persian astronomer and poet.  

#8
Romare Bearden, American Artist, 1912 - 1988
Folk Musicians, 1942, Estate of Romare Bearden, 35 ½  x 45 ¼”


top left

Shows influence of Cubism in simple, massive figures.  Likely based on Southern musicians who moved to North and brought “blues” music with them.


Watching the Good Train Go By:  Cotton, 1964, Hirshhorn, Washington, D. C., 
top right

9 1/8 x 12”

Trains were a common theme in his art.  Bearden liked watching the trains go by as a boy in Charlotte.


Patchwork Quit, 1969, Sheldon Ross Gallery, 9 x 12”



lower left

Patchwork quilt is a common theme in his work.  Bearden compared the technique of quilting to that of making a collage.  


The Evening Guitar, 1987, The Estate of Romare Bearden, 20 x 24”

lower right

#9
Carolina Shout, 1974, Mint Museum, Charlotte, 37 ½  x 51”

Image of church service featuring a baptism.  Heads are masks and gestures are musical.  Reflects influence of jazz with rich color and handling of form.

#10
The Medium of Collage
Jazz Village, 1967, Estate of Romare Bearden, 30 x 40”



top left


Johnny Hudgins Comes On, 1981,





middle left


Wrapping It Up at the Lafayette, 1974, Cleveland Museum of Art, 44 ½ x 36”
lower left

One of series of 19 collaged called Of the Blues.  One of his favorite subjects – blues improvisation.


Encore, 1980, 








top right


The Street, 1985, The Estate of Romare Bearden, 20 x 28”


lower right

#11
Jazz & Blues
Intermission Still Life, 1974, 






top left

Solo Flight, 1979, Estate of Romare Bearden, 43 ¼ x 31 ¼”


middle left



Guitar Magic, 1985







lower left


Rhythm Ensemble, 1987, 






top right


In E Sharp, 1981, Estate of Romare Bearden, 39 ¾ x 30 ½”


lower right

#12
Know the Artist:  Romare Bearden


Three Folk Musicians, 1967, Romare Bearden Foundation, 50 x 60”

top

Collage of photographs mixed with cut paper and paint.  The face of banjo player on right resembles Bearden.  

Carolina Shout, 1974, Mint Museum, Charlotte, N.C., 37 ½ x 51”


bottom left

See #9


The Conversation, 1979, Romare Bearden Foundation, 11 1/8 x 15 1/8”

bottom middle

Contains memories of his childhood and trains.  Locomotive, sun or moon, bird or chicken were symbols commonly used in his works


Wrapping It Up at the Lafayette, 1974, Cleveland Museum of Art, 44 ½ x 36”
bottom middle

See #10


Quilting Time, 1985, Romare Bearden Foundation, 19 3/8 x 28 ½” 

bottom right

Mosaic Quilting Time, 1986, Detroit Institute of Arts, 9’ 5” x 13’ 11”

Bearden combines 2 common compositional themes – blues musician and grouping of women of various ages – here making a quilt

#13
Jammin’ at the Savoy, The Studio Museum in Harlem, 20 x 28 ½”

Dear Students,

We will be having GRACE Art in your class on _______________________________.   This month we are going to be making collages for our project. Please bring in some of the following supplies for you to use to make your collage:
Magazines, photos (that can be cut and pasted) or color copies of photos, wrapping paper scraps, any special colored or patterned papers, fabric scraps, ribbon, yarn, buttons, etc.  The photos can be of yourself, family, or friends – whatever you would like to include in your collage.

You also need to start brainstorming what theme you want your collage to have, what story will it to tell.  It can be about something that has happened to you, someone you know, or someone that you have heard about.  Or you could make up a story about someone or something that you would like to happen.  Maybe your theme could be something that would make a fun collage – something that makes you laugh, a list of wishes, or favorite songs/music.  Think about people, places and memories that mean a lot to you.

Thank you and see you at GRACE Art,
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