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National Gallery of Art Sculpture Garden 
Presentation Outline
Poster 12 
· Located in DC, GARDEN, Skating Rink in Middle

· Planned for 200 years, opened in 1999

· Can walk all around sculptures and right up to them

· Poster shows all the works – mostly work by American artists

· Show the garden, ice rink, other objects to get a feel for the scale

· Outdoors – art designed to withstand weather, all 3-D, in the round

· Many different types

· Anyone know the different types?
· Anyone know how they were made?

· Let’s take a look at some individual sculptures

Poster 1
· Bronze cast

· What is bronze  {metal of copper and tin

· How is a cast made?  Molds – some solid, some hollow

· Do you think this is hollow?  Why?
Poster 2  

●
What is this?

●
Is it to scale?

●
Why did the artist make it so big?  {Powerful, nurturing, location…}
●
Louise Bougeois wanted to use the spider to represent her mother, “powerful, yet delicate protectess”
Poster 3  

●
What is this?

●
Anyone heard of any other sculpture titled “The Thinker”?

●
Does it remind you of any character?  {Bugs Bunny, proportions, mix of human and bunny.}
●
What method was used to make it? 

●
Barry Flanagan said that he would find images in the clay as he sculpted

●
He found the hare in one of his sculptures he was making and liked it so much, he used it for other sculptures

●
Modeled after “The Thinker”
Poster 4  

●
How do you think this was made? {Stone masons}
●
What material is it made of?

●
Why does it remind you of? 
●
Sol LeWitt was a conceptual artist; used architecture in art

Poster 5
●
Does this look realistic or abstract? 

●
Has anyone ever seen a real one of these?

●
Is it to scale?  

· This artist likes to take everyday objects and make them very large. He would make monuments to everyday objects
· Claes Oldenberg remembered playing with typewriter erasures as a child
Poster 6,  

· These cubes actually will move
· What make them move?? {wind, gravity, counterweights}

· What material is it made of? {stainless steel}

· What effects does the steel give? 
{shiny, reflective, interesting as moving}
Poster 7
●
What is this?
●
What material do you think this is made of?

●
Roy Lichtenstein was a pop-culture artist and like to turn everyday items into art (similar to Andy Warhol from last year)

●
The house is an illusion, there is no inside
Poster 8
●
Which is functional? The chairs are supposed to be viewed and used
●
Which is more interesting?
Poster 9
●
What is repeated?
●
What effects does the repetition have?
Poster 10  
●
What appears to be moving?  How?
●
Which ones actually move?
Poster 11 and Poster 12
· 4 methods of sculpture

1) Casting – additive

2) Carving – subtractive

3) Assembling – additive

4) Modeling - additive

· Go through poster 12 and look for examples of each

Poster 14
· What is negative space?

· Some sculptures have both negative and positive space – both are interesting

Poster 13
· Realistic – found in natural world

· Abstract – not duplicated exactly but found in natural world 

· Non-objective – not seen in the natural world

Poster 15 (optional)
·  Guess the artists, types of sculpture, and material

Summary – compare sculpture to painting 
· 2D vs. 3D, indoor vs. outdoor for display, use of space, methods & materials, textures and colors, movement, functional vs. non-functional
●
What do you like, find interesting, prefer between the 2 art forms?
National Gallery of Art Sculpture Garden

· Plans for the NGA Sculpture Garden were in the works for many years.  The National Gallery of Art opened in 1941 through gifts from Andrew Mellon.  Sculpture Garden was approved in 1966.  The original skating rink opened in 1974.  The Sculpture Garden Pavilion opened in 1988.  The redesigned skating rink, fountain and Sculpture Garden opened in May 1999.

· 17 artists are displayed in the Sculpture Garden.

What is Sculpture?

· Sculpture has shape.  Sculpture is three-dimensional, it’s not flat.  Some sculptures stand alone (in the round).  Some sculptures stand out from a wall (relief sculpture).  Some sculptures stand still.  Some sculptures move.

· Sculptors transform or change different materials into something new exciting!  They change one thing into something else:  a lump of clay into an animal or a log into a person.  They might even transform a bunch of junk into something you see in a whole new way.  For many sculptors the fun is in making the sculpture.

· Four basic methods used to create sculptures:

· Carving – sculptors remove parts until something new is revealed, this called a subtractive process.  They carve into clay, stone, ivory and wood.

· Modeling – sculptors usually use clay for this method since it is easily shaped and then baked for durability.  This is called an additive process since the sculptor is always building up and adding onto the form.

· Casting – to make a bronze or plaster cast sculpture, the artist first make a clay or wax model, then a mold is made around the model.  Liquid metal or plaster is poured into this mold.  When it cools and hardens, it looks like the original model.

· Assembling – sculptors select and assemble interesting things; assemblages catch our attention by putting everyday objects together in unexpected and mysterious combinations!  Some sculptors use simple methods and ordinary materials:  cardboard and glue, metal and solder, wood and nails . . . This is also considered an additive process.

· Some sculptures move by the wind, a fan, a gear, a lever, cranking a wheel, a pulley, or by a motor.  How else could you make a sculpture move?

· Sculptures have balance.  Have you ever balanced with someone on a teeter-totter?  Most mobiles must have balance.  Other sculptures just look balanced.

· Sculptures have scale.  Scale means things either are, or seem to be, big or small.  The size of a sculpture makes a difference in how people think about it:  teeny tiny, human size or huge.

· Sculptures have weight.  But heavy and light doesn’t always relate to how much something weighs.  Some sculptures look or feel big or heavy.  Some sculptures look or feel small or light. In sculpture weight can relate to how a sculpture looks.  How does this sculpture look to you, heavy or light?  Small scale sculpture pulls you in.  It draws you toward it to take a closer look.

· Sculptures have texture.  The texture refers to the surface quality of an object – is it smooth or rough, flat or bumpy, fine or coarse.

· Sculptures have space.  Space is the distance or area between, around, above, below and within things.  There are two types of space:  positive and negative space.  The positive space in these sculptures is the space occupied by the materials used to create them.  The negative space is the unoccupied space, or air, between, around, above, below the positive space.

· Sculptures have a purpose.  Sometimes we don’t know why a sculpture was originally made or how it was used.  In the past, many people created sculptures that helped them do different things – hold water to drink, help celebrate a holiday, carry things, or tell a story.  Some sculptures were not made just be art, information about a sculpture’s original use can be lost or forgotten.

Vocabulary

Modeling


Casting

Carving

Assembling

Additive


Subtractive

Positive space

Negative space

Three-Dimensional (In the round)


Relief sculpture
Medium

Mobile



Stabile


Kinetic sculpture
Functional

Non-functional


Realistic

Non-objective

Abstract

Objectives

1. What are the four basic methods used to create sculpture?  Which methods are additive?  Which are subtractive?  Which isn’t really either?  Which method is used in each sculpture?

2. How is positive and negative space created?

3. What are the 2 types of sculpture?  How do they differ?
Resources

Web Sites – www.nga.gov/feature/sculptgarden/splash.htm, 

“Lizzy visits the Sculpture Garden” – www.nga.gov/kids/lizzy/lizzy.html
Viewing Art Locally

National Gallery of Art Sculpture Garden (DC) – On the National Mall at 7th and Constitution Avenue, N.W. (The National Gallery of Art Sculpture Garden is bounded by Constitution Avenue and Madison Drive, and 7th and 9th Streets, N.W.)  

Hours:  Monday-Saturday, 10 a.m. – 5 p.m.; Sunday 11 a.m. – 6 p.m.; closed on December 25th and January 1st; admission is free
National Gallery of Art Sculpture Garden

Project

Clay Sculptures
Materials:

· wax paper for sculpture to be placed on and also dried on

· 1 pre-cut chunk of self-hardening clay per child

· assorted common objects (paper clips, nuts, bolts, washers, wooden craft sticks, wooden beads, plastic straws, etc.) – please limit to 4-5 objects per student

· plastic spoons, forks, and knives (to be used for carvings, shaping, etc.) 
Objective:

· To allow the children to create their own sculptures from the clay either with or without the common objects

Process:

· Give each child one sheet of wax paper to place clay on, they can also write their name on the wax paper as the sculpture will stay on the paper until dried

· Discuss the different styles of sculpture they saw and what type of sculpture they would like to create. For example, do they have an object in mind that they would like to make (such as Claes Oldenburg or do they want to see what they can find in their clay such as Barry Flanagan?)

· Allow the children to create whatever they would like for the sculpture, please stress that this is self-hardening clay so that they will have this object to keep.  They will need to work with the clay and knead it at first to soften it up.
National Gallery of Art Sculpture Garden
Inventory List

Portfolio - 15 posters

Project Materials


Self Hardening Clay (pre-cut into chunks, 1 chunk of clay per student)

Wax paper


Plastic Spoons, Forks, and Knives (to be used for carvings, shaping, etc.)


Assortment of miscellaneous objects to add to sculptures – nuts, bolts, paper clips, wooden



craft sticks, wooden beads, plastic straws, etc. (please limit amount given to students



to 4 or 5 objects per student)


Paper Towels
National Gallery of Art Sculpture Garden #1

Inventory Notes

#1
Magdalena Abakanowicz, Puellae (Girls), 1992, bronze 


Born 1930, Poland

#2
Louise Bourgeois, Spider, 1996, bronze cast with silver nitrate patina 


Born 1911, France

#3
Barry Flanigan, Thinker on a Rock, 1997, cast bronze


Born 1941, England

#4
Sol LeWitt, Four-sided Pyramid, 1997, concrete blocks & mortar


Born 1928, United States

#5
Claes Oldenburg/Coosje Van Bruggen, Typewriter Eraser, Scale X, 1999, painted stainless steel and fiberglass 


Oldenburg born 1929, United States; Van Bruggen born 1942, United States

#6
George Rickey, Cluster of Four Cubes, 1992, Stainless Steel


Born 1907, United States

#7
Roy Lichenstein, House I, 1996/1998, fabricated and painted aluminum


1923 – 1997, United States

#8
Functional vs. Non-Functional


Six-Part Seating, Scott Burton, 1985/1998, polished red granite


left


Chair Transformation 20B, Lucas Samaras, 1996, patinated bronze

right

#9
Repetition and Rhythm


Puellae (Girls), Magdalena Abakanowicz, 1992, bronze



upper left


Chair Transformation 20B, Lucas Samaras, 1996, patinated bronze

upper right


Detail from Four-sided Pyramid, Sol LeWitt




lower left


Four-sided Pyramid, Sol LeWitt, 1997, concrete blocks & mortar


lower right

#10
Movement

Cluster of Four Cubes, George Rickey, 1992, Stainless Steel


Top

Typewriter Eraser, Scale X, Claes Oldenburg / Coosje Van Bruggen, 1999,  
lower left



painted stainless steel and fiberglass 

Spider, Louise Bourgeois, 1996, bronze cast with silver nitrate patina

lower middle

Untitled, Joel Shapiro, 1989, bronze





lower right

#11
Methods


Carving 


Great Rock of Inner Seeking, Isamu Noguchi, 1974, basalt


Casting



Puellae (Girls), Magdalena Abakanowicz, 1992, bronze



Gothic Personage, Bird Flash, Joan Miro, 1974, bronze


Assembling



Aurora, Mark Di Suvero, 1992-1993, steel



Ceval Rouge (Red Horse), Alexander Calder, 1974, painted sheet metal
#12
The Artists

Magdalena Abakanowicz, Puellae (Girls), 1992, bronze


Louise Bourgeois, Spider, 1996, bronze cast with silver nitrate patina


Scott Burton, Six-Part Seating, 1985/1998, polished red granite





Sol LeWitt, Four-sided Pyramid, 1997, concrete blocks & mortar


Lucas Samaras, Chair Transformation 20B, 1996, patinated bronze






Alexander Calder, Ceval Rouge (Red Horse), 1974, painted sheet metal

Mark Di Suvero, Aurora, 1992-1993, steel

Barry Flanigan, Thinker on a Rock, 1997, cast bronze

Ellsworth Kelly, Stele II, 1973, One inch weathering steel

Roy Lichenstein, House I, 1996/1998, fabricated and painted aluminum


Joan Miro, Gothic Personage. Bird Flash, 1974, bronze

Isamu Noguchi, Great Rock of Inner Seeking, 1974, basalt


Claes Oldenburg / Coosje Van Bruggen, Typewriter Eraser, Scale X, 1992, Stainless Steel

George Rickey, Cluster of Four Cubes, 1992, stainless steel

Lucas Samaras, Chair Transformation 20B, 1996, patinated bronze

Tony Smith, Moondog, 1964/1998-1999, 

Joel Shapiro, Untitled, 1989, bronze

David Smith, Cubi XXVI, 1965, steel

#13
Realistic, Non-Objective, Abstract
Ceval Rouge (Red Horse), Alexander Calder, 1974, painted sheet metal
upper left


Spider, Louise Bourgeois, 1996, bronze cast with silver nitrate patina
upper right

Aurora, Mark Di Suvero , 1992-1993, steel



middle left

Six-Part Seating , Scott Burton , 
1985/1998, polished red granite

middle middle


Claes Oldenburg / Coosje Van Bruggen, Typewriter Eraser, Scale X, 
middle middle



1992, Stainless Steel


Four-sided Pyramid, Sol LeWitt, 1997, concrete blocks & mortar

middle right


Thinker on a Rock, Barry Flanigan, 1997, cast bronze


lower left


Stele II, Ellsworth Kelly, 1973, one inch weathering steel


lower right

#14
Space


Negative Space


Moondog, David Smith, 1964/1998-1999, painted aluminum
upper left & right

Chair Transformation 20B, Lucas Samaras, 1996,

lower left


patinated bronze

Aurora, Mark Di Suvero,
 1992-1993, steel


lower right


Positive Space

Great Rock of Inner Seeking, Isamu Noguchi, 1974, basalt
upper left


Four-sided Pyramid, Sol LeWitt, 1997, concrete blocks & mortar
upper right


Puellae (Girls), Magdalena Abakanowicz, 1992, bronze

lower left



Six-Part Seating, Scott Burton, 1985/1998, polished red granite
lower right

#15
Based on what you have learned …



1
2
3









4
5

6









7
8
9
10


1
Five Towers, Sol Lewitt, 1986


2
Untitled, Ellsworth Kelly, 1986

3
The Drummer, Barry Flanagan, 1989-90

4
Becca. David Smith, 1965

5
Mother Peace, Mark Di Suvero, 1970

6
Giant Hamburger, Claese Oldenburg, 1962

7
The Arch, Alexander Calder, 1975

8
Untitled, Joel Shapiro, 1984

9
?, Isamu Noguchi,

10
Cubi XII, David Smith, 1963
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Negative space

Three-Dimensional (In the round)
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Background

· Plans for the NGA Sculpture Garden were in the works for many years.  The National Gallery of Art opened in 1941 through gifts from Andrew Mellon.  Sculpture Garden was approved in 1966.  The original skating rink opened in 1974.  The Sculpture Garden Pavilion opened in 1988.  The redesigned skating rink, fountain and Sculpture Garden opened in May 1999.

· 17 artists are displayed in the Sculpture Garden

What is Sculpture?

· Sculpture has shape.  Sculpture is three-dimensional, it’s not flat.  Some sculptures stand alone (in the round).  Some sculptures stand out from a wall (relief sculpture).  Some sculptures stand still.  Some sculptures move.

· Sculptors transform or change different materials into something new exciting!  They change one thing into something else:  a lump of clay into an animal or a log into a person.  They might even transform a bunch of junk into something you see in a whole new way.  For many sculptors the fun is in making the sculpture.

· Four basic methods used to create sculptures:

· Carving – sculptors remove parts until something new is revealed, this called a subtractive process.  They carve into clay, stone, ivory and wood.

· Modeling – sculptors usually use clay for this method since it is easily shaped and then baked for durability.  This is called an additive process since the sculptor is always building up and adding onto the form.

· Casting – to make a bronze or plaster cast sculpture, the artist first make a clay or wax model, then a mold is made around the model.  Liquid metal or plaster is poured into this mold.  When it cools and hardens, it looks like the original model.

· Assembling – sculptors select and assemble interesting things; assemblages catch our attention by putting everyday objects together in unexpected and mysterious combinations!  Some sculptors use simple methods and ordinary materials:  cardboard and glue, metal and solder, wood and nails . . . This is also considered an additive process.

GRACE Art Connections

Early Western Sculpture (2001 – 2002) – Sculpture of Ancient Egypt, Rome & Greece

Sculpture of Early Americas (2001 – 2002) – Sculpture from Ancient Hispanic & Eskimo 

Constantin Brancusi (2000-2001)

Resources

Web sites – www.nga.gov/feature/sculptgarden/splash.htm, 

“Lizzie visits the Sculpture Garden” - www.nga.gov/kids/lizzy/lizzy.html
Viewing Art Locally

National Gallery of Art Sculpture Garden (DC) 

7th & Constitution Ave


Open Monday – Saturday 10am – 5pm, Sunday 11am – 6pm

Lake Anne Elementary GRACE Art 2006 - 2007


