[image: image1.png]#

GREATER

RESTON

ARTS

CENTER





Paul Klee

German

(1879-1940)

Presentation Outline
Poster 1, 

· Paul Klee was an important artist of the 20th century.  He was also a writer and published many important books.

· What can you see in this painting?

· Does it look like anything you would see in real life?

· Does anyone know what this type of art is called and why?  (Abstract: Objects and figures in abstract art look different from the way they look in real life or do not look like any thing at all.)

Poster 6, 

· Paul Klee was born in 1879 in Munchenbuchsee near Bern, the capital of Switzerland.  His father was German and his mother Swiss.  Until very recently Swiss citizenship was paternal and therefore Klee was German and served in the German army in WWI.    After fleeing Germany during WWII for Switzerland, Klee later applied for Swiss citizenship, but he died in Switzerland in 1940 without having obtained citizenship.  This fact is a sad chapter for Bern.  In 2005, The Paul Klee Zentrum containing 4,000 of Klee’s work opened in Bern.

· Klee’s father was a music teacher and his mother a singer. Klee learned to play the violin at the age of seven and was accomplished.  His grandmother gave him a gift of chalk and taught him how to draw.  For a long time he did not know whether to be an artist or a musician.

Poster 12,  

· Klee loved to draw and most of his early works are in pencil and ink. He was able to write with his right hand while drawing with his left.  Would anyone like to try this today?  

· He kept all his childhood drawings because he liked the fresh approach of children. ? Can any of you find the sketch made by Klee when he was 6 years old?  For the first 10 years he work predominately as a graphic artist drawing mainly figures.

· After graduating from grammar school in Bern, klee moved to Munich to study art at two private schools.  There he met Wassily Kandinsky, Franz Marc and others.  Do you remember from last month the name of the artist group that Kandinsky was a member?  (The Blue Riders)  How do you think they influenced Klee with their work?  (It made him realize that a painting did not have to look like a photograph to be good).

· In 1902, Klee moved back to his parent’s home in Bern and spent the next 4 years there in a sort of self-imposed exile in an attempt to find himself. He could not live off his artist income so he played violin for the Bern Municipal Orchestra.

Poster 4,  

· Temple Garden 1920 also book Paul Klee by Mike Venzia pg 20 Detail of Kairouan 1914.

· Klee visited Tunisia in Northern Africa in1914.  It was there that Klee decided the he would be an artist.

· He was impressed by the quality of light there and the colors that he saw.  He called it “his break-through to color’. How do the colors in Temple Garden make you feel?  (No right answer)

Poster 7,  

· Klee began teaching at the German Bauhaus art school. ? What is the philosophy of the Bauhaus?  (The               Bauhaus philosophy was that artists and craftsman were equally important.)

· Early in the 20th century, there was much interest in marionettes and puppetry.  Klee often went with                         Kandinsky to the puppet theater in Munich.  He built a puppet theater for his son Felix. Can you see                        examples of puppets or theaters in these works?

Poster 8, 3

· Klee experimented with many different techniques and materials.  

· Paul Klee used many techniques.  Look at Arab Song.  What does it look like?  (A veiled Arab                            woman)

· Can you see what material her dress is mad of?  (Her dress is made of rough burlap.)  Notice the stitching.  

· Look at Senecio.  What kind of texture do you see?   (Rough, uneven) Klee was always experimenting with his painting materials and the surfaces he painted on.  Sometimes he painted on rough cloth with one kind of paint and then painted over it with another kind.  

Poster 11, book Klee page 34

· Klee created a variety of whimsical and imaginative symbols.  He used numbers, letters and many arrows, which had meaning to him.  

· Look at Picture Album.  What is it?  A treasure hunt or an ancient carving?   What items can you find in the painting?  (Woman, sun, fish, flag/pennant, glasses, stars, chair, eye, letters, comb)

Poster 9,14 

· In 1932, the Nazis closed the Bauhaus.  Klee’s home was searched, his art labeled degenerate and he was held up for public ridicule.  He fled to Bern.  He was at first intellectually isolated and it was hard for him to find a market for his work.  He fell ill with Scleroderma and his work suffered. 

· In 1937 his health stabilized and he again stared to paint.  He found growing success in the US in 1938 and 1939 was his most prolific year having produced 1,253 works. 

· Near the end of his life Klee’s colors became darker, his lines a bit thicker and his titles more serious, but His paintings were still filled with magic and fantasy.  Contrast poster 14 painting from 1923 and one from 1940 the last year of his life.  
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Background


Paul Klee was an important German/Swiss abstract artist.  His early work was in pencil and ink, but after a trip to northern Africa, he discovered the wonder of color, which he loved.  Klee loved to draw or paint like a child who has no idea of art, he wanted to let his brush or pencil draw without thinking.  He kept all of his childhood drawings because he liked the fresh approach of children.  Klee was also an accomplished musician, writer, and teacher.  He taught at the German Bauhaus for almost 10 years.  He later fled Germany as the Nazis disapproved of his work.  He died with out having obtained Swiss citizenship.  In 2005, the Swiss opened the 4,000 Work Paul Klee Zentrum.

GRACE Art Connections







      Wassily Kandinsky 

Resources

Resource Books - Paul Klee by Mike Venezia, Paul Klee by Enric Jardi,



     Klee: Great Modern Masters published by Cameo/Abrams

Paul Klee by Ernest Raboff and Paul Klee figures and Faces by Margaret Plant

      Web sites –www.paulkleezentrum.ch

Viewing Art Locally

National Gallery of Art (DC)   New House in the Suburbs 1924, Komisher Reiter 1921, The Tight Rope Walker 1923

The Phillips Collection (DC)  Arab song 1932, Picture Album, Figure of the Oriental Theater, Little Regatta, Picture Album 1937

The Metropolitan Museum of Art (NY) Temple Gardens 1920
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     Projects

Description: 

One line Designs

One line Realistic Drawings

One line Abstract Design

Materials

Black Markers                                                                                                                                          Pencils                                                                                                                                                     White Drawing Paper 2 sheets per student                                                                                             Erasers                                                                                                                                                    Colored Markers   


Activity
One line Designs
With a pencil, lightly sketch an object on white drawing paper.  Draw any simple object.  

Examples:
a face

vase of flowers

racecar

pet




house

tree



Draw over your sketch with a black marker.  Do not lift the pen off the paper until the whole picture is finished.  Let the continuous line cross over itself and loop from one area to another until the single line has drawn the entire object. 

Then completely erase all the underlying pencil lines with a soft eraser.

Color some areas with colored markers and leave some areas uncolored.

One Line Abstract Design
Place the point of the permanent marker on one corner of a sheet of drawing paper.  Then slowly and carefully, without lifting the pen up, let the pen wander all over the paper.  Make long lines, tiny loops, zigzags, and swirls, Leave some parts of the paper open and white, without any lines.   Make other areas dense with lines, Create an abstract design in any way desired.  

When the line drawing is finished, use colored markers to color some of the areas in the design,  Leave other spaces  white.

Have the children give their artwork a humorous title as Klee would have done.  
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Paul Klee


Inventory List

Portfolio - 15 posters

Resource Books - 5 Books

Paul Klee from Artstart,                                       

Paul Klee by Enric Jardi, 

Paul Klee Figures and Faces by Margaret Plant, 

Paul Klee by Mike Venezia, 

Klee published by Cameo/Abrams

Project Materials

Drawing paper

Pencils

Black permanent markers

Colored markers

Erasers

Lake Anne Elementary GRACE Art 2005 - 2006

