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Grandma Moses
Vocabulary

Primitive Art
Jackson Pollack

Mark Rothko
Currier&Ives

Masonite

Louis Caldor

Otto Kallir
Grandma Moses - Highlights
· Anna Mary Robertson was born in Upstate New York in 1860.  She was the 3rd of 10 children.
· She married Thomas Salmon Moses when she was 27 years old after working for 15 years as a ‘hired’ girl for several farmers in the area.  It was working for one of the families that she first saw Currier and Ives prints which she said were a major influence in her art.
· She and Thomas moved to Staunton Virginia where they were tenant farmers for 17 years until they had enough money to buy their own farm.  During this time, she gave birth to 10 children but only 5 survived out of infancy.
· Anna Mary Moses believed in hard work.  She was a wife, mother, farmer and business woman for most of her life earning money for her family by selling her prize winning jams and preserves.
· Grandma Moses did not begin painting until she was in her mid-70’s and one of her sons took over the farm.  She said that she couldn’t just sit around and do nothing and she actually started to embroider pictures before her arthritis caused her to switch to painting.

· Because Grandma Moses did not receive training as an artist, and because her style was simple and direct, her paintings are called “Primitive Art”.

· Louis J. Caldor discovered her work in a drugstore in 1938 and convinced Otto Kallir to represent her.

· “What a Farm Woman Painted” was her first one-person show.  It was held at the Galerie St. Etienne in 1940.

· The paintings by Grandma Moses became known to the general public in 1945 when they were reproduced and sold a Christmas cards.

· Her career as a painter lasted for more than 2 decades as she continued to paint until her death on December 13, 1961 when she was 101 years old.  She completed 1,600 pieces of work over the course of her career.

Resources

Books: 

Kallir, Jane.  The Essential Grandma Moses, The Wonderland Press, New York, 2001.
Wallner, Alexandra.  Grandma Moses, Holiday House, New York, 2004.

Grandma Moses
Poster Inventory
1.) Grandma Moses Title Board

2.) “A Beautiful World”, 1948

3.) “At the Well”, 1950

4.) “The Old Checkered House in Winter”, 1950

5.) “Hoosick River, Summer”, 1952

6.) “Sugaring Off” 1955

7.) “Haying Time”

8.) “Over the River to Grandma’s House”

9.) “One Horse Sleigh”

10.) Two Pictures: “First Snow” and “Autumn”

11.) The World of Grandma Moses, “Joy Ride” 1953

12.) Grandma Moses 4 prints

13.) “A Frosty Day”, “Turkeys”, “Maple Bush”, “Joy Ride”

14.) “Bondsville Fair”, “Halloween”, “Barn Dance”, “In Harvest Time”

15.) “Composition” by Jackson Pollack (for comparison)

16.) “American Farm Scenes: No. 4, 1853” by Currier and Ives – 

a. A major influence on Grandma Moses

17.) Mark Rothko and Grandma Moses paintings from 1951

Grandma Moses
Project 
Description:  Subject Matter Project
Materials:
· Construction Paper: 12x9
· Tempera Paint
· Paint Brushes
· Paper plates for paint blotches

· Newspaper

Activity:

· Grandma Moses painted pictures of her memories of her home, farm and events in her life.  She chose to represent the beautiful places and happy times she had known.  The students will be painting pictures of their happy memories
· Using construction paper and paint, students will paint a picture that represents a happy place or time or memory in their life.  It can be a landscape, or a house, or a family scene, a sports event.  
· Younger kids could use magic markers or crayons to create their art as well.

· Have the kids use pencil to block off particular sections of their pictures prior to painting for spacing purposes.  Grandma Moses did this since she did not ever re-paint or do rough drafts.  This way she could fit everything in on the page.
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