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Marc Chagall
Presentation Outline
· Poster No. 1

Some pictures of Chagall and his family as background.
· Poster No. 3

Let’s look at “Bella with the White Collar” and “Double Portrait with Wine Glass.”  In these paintings, Chagall's SUBJECT MATTER is Bella Rosenfeld, his first wife.  What other subject matter can you find in Chagall’s work? (The circus, lovers, peasants, and animals).

· Poster No. 4

Chagall was a brilliant colorist who communicated his memories, mood and feelings through his art work. Look at the poster Color.  In these two paintings, the subject matter is the same, flowers, but the color used conveys different feelings about the paintings.  Which painting feels warm to you?   What colors convey this feeling? (orange, red, yellow)  Which painting feels cold to you? What colors convey this feeling? (blue, white, grey).  This is known as the emotional quality of color.  Think about how this is used every day in your life.  What color captures your attention? Red.  Where would you see this color if you were driving a car?  A stop sign, a traffic light, a yield sign.

· Poster No. 5

In these pictures, the animals are not painted the color we normally perceive them in life.  A horse would not be yellow, bulls are not bright red and white, and a barn yard rooster is not blue.  Chagall uses ARBITRARY COLOR, color used in an imaginative or unusual way.  Do you like colors used like this?  Why or why not?  Why do you think he painted them this color?

· Poster No. 6

Where is the focal point in “The House with the Green Eye”? (the eye on the house)  What methods did Chagall use to create this focal point?  (emphasis by placement and emphasis by content)  Where is the focal point in “Around Her”?  (the town in the circle).  What methods were used?  (contrast and placement)

EMPHASIS means that the viewer’s attention will be centered more on certain parts of a composition than on others.  A FOCAL POINT is a specific spot to which one’s attention is directed.  Our everyday views are structured around focal points.  Walking down a crowded street, we naturally look at the one person who is the very tallest, or dressed differently or brightly.  There are different methods an artist can use to create a focal point or center of emphasis in a work of art.  Some of these ways are emphasis by placement (where an object is located), emphasis by isolation (an object is alone in a composition), emphasis by contrast (a distinction made by dark against light, big against small, textured against smooth, color against white) and emphasis by content (certain visual images, when included in a composition, will draw the viewer’s attention, such as blood and gore, something shocking or surprising, or a human face).

· Poster No. 9

Look at the poster with the three images of the circus and discuss BALANCE.  When two sides of a flat composition have the same VISUAL WEIGHT, the composition is in balance.  Visual weight refers to the apparent “heaviness” or “lightness” of forms arranged in a composition.  “The Three Acrobats” has a SYMMETRICAL BALANCE, which means that the two sides of the painting are relatively equal in size, shape, and placement.  In this painting, Chagall uses HIERARCHICAL PROPORTION which means the more important a figure is, the larger its size will be in relation to others in the picture.  This is how we know which Acrobat is the star of the show.  Can you find him?

In “Acrobat” Chagall uses ASYMMETRICAL BALANCE.  An asymmetrical painting has two sides that do not match but the painting still seems balanced.  

· Poster No. 8

COMPOSITION is the organization of lines, shapes, colors and other formal elements that combine to form a uniform design.  Look at “I and the Village” on this poster.  Can you see how the lines and shapes in this composition form an X?  In each section there is an opposite theme, animal and man opposite each other horizontally, nature and civilization opposite each other vertically.  Look also at the diagonal lines in “The Poet” and “Peasant Life.”  Do these lines lead your eye into the painting?  The function of directional lines is to create outline, form, movement and emphasis.  

· Poster Nos. 12, 13 and 14

Chagall’s medium was oil paint, but he also created designs for stained glass windows beginning in the 1950’s.  Think about where you have seen stained glass used.  Many may think of large stained glass windows we see in church, or museums.  Most of Chagall’s work until this time was small scale paintings in his studio.  With the creation of stained glass windows, Chagall began work on a more MONUMENTAL scale.  What other artwork have you seen on a monumental scale? (sculptures, murals, etc.).

· Pick One Dreamy Painting

Pick your favorite “Dreamy” style painting.  Talk about how it reflects the way you see things in your subconscious.  A crazy mix of people/animals, strange colors, blurry, etc.  There are so many, I thought it would be easier for you to review and pick the one that you feel best demonstrates his title as the “Painter of Dreams.”

If you just can’t decide, I have marked a few with pink post-its, in the large blue Chagall book.

Marc Chagall
Russian Artist 
1887-1985

Vocabulary

Fantastical

Color
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Subject Matter
Visual Weight
Hierarchical Proportion
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Pattern

Monumental 

Symmetrical Balance
Proportion

Arbitrary Color
Balance

Asymmetrical Balance



Background

· Marc Chagall was born in a small rural village, Vitebsk in Russia in 1887.  He was the eldest of nine children.  Chagall never saw a painting or drawing until he was 13 years old.  Once he discovered drawing, he wanted to study art and decided to be an artist.  At first his parents disapproved strongly, but his mother finally agreed to send him to art school.  When he was 20 he went to St. Petersburg to study stage design.  When he was 23, he went to Paris for several years.  He returned to Russia four years later and was forced to stay there because war had started.  He married his wife Bella in 1915.  In 1922, after the Russian Revolution, he returned to Paris with his wife and daughter.  He spent the rest of his life there except for a period during World War II (1941-1948) that he spent in the US.  He died in 1985 at the age of 97.
· His main subjects were dreams and memories from his past.  These included the Russian countryside of his childhood home, celebrations (weddings), Russian folklore, animals, Jewish proverbs, family, friends and the circus.
· His style of art was called Fantastic art, similar to Surrealism.  It is known for its dream-like quality.  Chagall was often called, Painter of Dreams.  He told “visual stories.”
· His main work was oil paintings, stained glass, stage sets and etchings for book illustrations.

· The main concepts are subject matter, color, focal point, and balance.

· Quote by Chagall “Painting was as necessary to me as bread.  It seemed like a window I could escape out of, to take flight to another world.”

· Chagall’s first stained glass was created in 1957, at the age of 70 with the creation of 2 small stained glass windows for a French church.  It opened a new world for him.  His most famous stained glass works include the Hadassah synagogue, Metz cathedral and the UN building. 
Resources

Books – 
Chagall:  The Art of Dreams,  Daniel Marchesseau

The Essential Marc Chagall, Howard Greenfeld

Chagall, Monica Bohn-Duchen

Dreamer from the Village, Michelle Markel (children’s book)
Chagall, Andrew Kagan

I am Marc Chagall, Bimba Landmann (children’s book)
Chagall:  Great Modern Masters

Chagall, Jacob Baal-Teshuva

Web sites – http://www.artcyclopedia,  
http://www.onsiteart.com/marcchagall.htm; http://www.hadassah.org.il/hmo/art/chagall.html;

http://sunsite.dk/cgfa/chagall
Viewing Art Locally 

National Gallery of Art, Washington, DC

Houses at Vitebsk


Kreeger Museum


Composition
Katzen Arts Center at American University

Marc Chagall
Project 
Description:  Stained Glass
Materials

· Wooden craft sticks

· 5 ½” X 5 ½” squares of tracing paper

· Colored markers

· Pencils

· Black marker

· Elmer’s glue

Activity

· Pass out 4 craft sticks per student.  Have them put a small dot of glue on both ends of 2 glue sticks.  They then place the ends of the remaining 2 sticks on top of the glue, therefore overlapping the sticks in order to create a square.  Remind them to be very sparing with the glue, since the frames will have to dry in a short period of time.  You might also choose to assemble the wood frames on your own for the younger students.
· Each student gets one of the squares of tracing paper.

· Start out by having them draw one simple object in the middle of the paper using a pencil.  Keep it very simple.  Some examples of these might be as follows:  animals, flowers, symbols (i.e. a heart).  The younger students may want to stick with basic shapes like circles, squares, triangles or rectangles.
· After their object is drawn, have the student divide the space around the design by drawing a few lines from the outline of their object to the edge of the paper.  This imitates the seams in stained glass window.

· By using a variety of colored marker, the children will then color in all the spaces between the lines.

· Each student then uses a black marker to trace over the pencil lines.

· Apply a small amount of glue along the frame and then paste the colored tracing paper (colored side down) on top of the wooden frame.

· If time permits, have the students decorate the frame.

Marc Chagall
Inventory List

Portfolio – 
21 posters

Resource Books – 8
Chagall:  The Art of Dreams,  Daniel Marchesseau

The Essential Marc Chagall, Howard Greenfeld

Chagall, Monica Bohn-Duchen

Dreamer from the Village, Michelle Markel

Chagall, Andrew Kagan

I am Marc Chagall, Bimba Landmann

Chagall:  Great Modern Masters

Chagall, Jacob Baal-Teshuva

Project Materials –

Glue/glue sticks

Pencils


Wooden craft sticks

Tracing paper squares


Colored markers

Coloring Page
Marc Chagall 
Inventory Notes 

#1
Pictures from Chagall’s Life


22 x 28

#2
Title Board with two Self Portraits





22 x 28
#3
An Artist Often Paints Subjects that are Close to Him



22 x 28
#4
Color









22 x 28
#5
What is unusual about these animals?




21 x 22
#6
Emphasis and Focal Point






22 x 28
#7
What are the different occupations of these men?



22 x 28


#8
What are the differences in composition?




22 x 28
#9
The Designs and Patterns of the Acrobats Show Movement


22 x 28
#10
Finding the Similarities in these Paintings




22 x 28
#11
Talk about these paintings






22 x 28
#12
Marc Chagall’s Stained Glass






22 x 28
#13
Marc Chagall’s Stained Glass






22 x 28
#14
Marc Chagall (five images)






22 x 28
#15
Marc Chagall (two images/flowers)





22 x 28
#16
Marc Chagall (two images/couples)





22 x 28
#17
Marc Chagall “Rain”







22 x 28

#18
“The Acrobat”








22 x 28

#19
“Feathers in Bloom”







24 x 18

#20
“Artist and Model”







25 x 18

#21
Know the Artist







24 x 18
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