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Horses in Art
Presentation Outline
· Horses were domesticated around 4000 BC.  Throughout time and cultures, the horse has been closer and more useful to humans than any other animal, except possibly the dog.

· The horse has been used as a beast of burden, a means of transportation, and for sport.  People on horseback appeared stronger and could move more quickly, whether traveling, hunting for food, or fighting in battle.
· Today in the United States, horses are mainly used for sport, ceremony, and recreation (except in some rural areas).  
· Police on horseback are still an effective means for crowd control.
· The beauty and majesty of horses have always inspired artists.  Images of horses appear in all forms and expressions of art, including sculptures, paintings, drawings, coins, gems, jewelry, and as decoration on objects of use and adornment.  
Poster 5

· The earliest known drawings of horses are cave drawings made during the Stone Age, about 35,000 BC.  At this time, people lived in caves and drew horses and other animals they hunted on the cave walls.  These early artists used charred sticks like charcoal and colored clay earth mixed with animal fat to create their drawings.  Cavemen probably ate horses for food and used horses’ skins for clothing and bones for tools.

· A 20th Century artist, Elaine de Kooning was impressed by the prehistoric cave paintings of horses and created her own.  (Poster 5, upper right hand corner)  
Posters 4 and 5

· In China, bronze (metal) and ceramic (clay) sculptures of horses were created for the tombs of emperors and princesses.  When an important person died, ceramic or bronze figurines and other possessions were buried with the person.  This indicates the importance of the horse to this culture.  (Poster 4)
· In ancient Greece and Rome, gods, goddesses, and Emperors are shown in horse-drawn chariots or riding horses.  Horses were ridden in ceremonies honoring gods, and a soldier riding a horse into battle had a great advantage over soldiers on foot.  (Posters 4 and 5)
· A 20th Century artist, George Braque, admired the horse artwork of the ancient Greeks and created small sculptures using the simple forms of early Greek art.  (Poster 4)
· Persian miniatures are small, detailed paintings used in books a long time ago to tell the story of a poem, a legend, or a great event.  (Today, Persia is the country of Iran.)  The artist used powdered, gold paint and clear colors to make the painting bright and shiny.  Can you find the Persian miniature in Poster 5?  (lower right corner)  What is happening in the painting?  (polo game)  Do these horses look strange?  (yes – simple and flat)  When details are left out, the form is stylized, simplified.

Poster 6
· During the Renaissance, dukes and kings had artists make equestrian statues of the kings or dukes on horseback so they would appear powerful and important.  These were cast in bronze and put in the middle of town.  Do we do anything like this today?  (yes – equestrian statues in the middle of our cities, including DC, of generals, political figures, etc. on horseback)
· Leonardo da Vinci rode horses and studied their anatomy, movement, and moods.  Da Vinci had read Greek stories that glorified the horse as a “supernatural animal” and felt that riding a horse made a person divine.  Da Vinci made many drawings; do his drawings seem to understand the movements and expressions of the horse?  (yes)  Which horse is more naturalistic, da Vinci’s or Raphael’s painting of “St. George Fighting the Dragon”.  (lower right corner) (Da Vinci’s is more natural.)
Posters 2, 6, 8, 12, 13

· Artists have used horses in artwork that glorifies religion, man, the hunt, and battle.
· A post-Renaissance, Roman artist named Parmigiano painted the Roman soldier, Saul, who saw a flash or light, fell from his horse, heard the voice of God, and became a Christian.  (Poster 2)

· In the 19th Century, Theodore Gericault painted the life-size “Office of the Imperial Guard on Horseback”.  Here, the officer plunges diagonally into space and swirls on his horse to look behind.  How did the artist paint the horse to express movement, excitement?  (rearing, long strides, mane and tail in the wind and head up)  (Poster 8)
Posters 8, 17
· Another 19th Century painter, Eugene Delacroix, painted a horse frightened by a storm.  Do you feel the horse twisting and turning in space?  How do the colors set the mood?  Could a horse actually stand in this position, or is it exaggerated?  
Poster 7
· Edgar Degas was fascinated by the movement of the horse, and he went to race tracks to study their movement.  Degas also used stop-motion photographs to study the precise movement of the horse.  In his paintings, Degas tried to create a natural scene, as it would appear if a person glanced across a field.  The horses appear to be walking in and out of a scene, as if a photograph had been taken; the horses are not necessarily centered in the middle of his paintings.  Degas created an impressionistic scene, rather than giving all the details.  Degas produced about 315 oils, pastels, and drawings, and 17 sculptures of horses.

Poster 16

· In the 19th Century United States, horses were critical to settling the West.  Frederick Remington did many paintings and sculptures of horses and their riders, capturing the independence, danger, and excitement of the untamed West. 

Posters 1, 3, 9, 18  

· In the 20th Century, Pablo Picasso used flowing lines to capture the shape of a horse.  (Poster 1)  Wassily Kandinsky loved horses and music, as expressed in “Lyric”.  (Poster 3)  Franz Marc, who was very moody, used unusual, bright colors and painted horses into the landscape.  (Poster 9 – blue horses, shape of the horses matches the rolling hills in the  background)  Rene Magritte experimented with “what was real and what was imagined”.  (Poster 18 – creates an illusion in a forest; “now you see it, now you don’t”)   

Horses in Art
Vocabulary

bronze


ceramic 

equestrian statues naturalistic

exaggerated

impressionistic stylized
     
  Background

· Horses were domesticated around 4000 BC.  Throughout time and cultures, the horse has been closer and more useful to humans than any other animal, except possibly the dog.
· The beauty and majesty of horses have always inspired artists.  Images of horses appear in all forms and expressions of art, including sculptures, paintings, drawings, coins, gems, jewelry, and as decoration on objects of use and adornment.  
· Artwork may show horses:  stylized  (simplified), naturalistic (natural/realistic), exaggerated (unnatural/unrealistic), or impressionistic (an impression of a natural scene that lacks details).   
· The earliest known drawings of horses are cave drawings made during the Stone Age, about 35,000 BC.  
· In China, bronze (metal) and ceramic (clay) sculptures of horses were created for the tombs of emperors and princesses.  In ancient Greece and Rome, gods, goddesses, and Emperors are shown in horse-drawn chariots or riding horses.  During the Renaissance, dukes and kings had artists make equestrian statues of the kings or dukes on horseback so they would appear powerful and important.  
· Leonardo da Vinci rode horses and studied their anatomy, movement, and moods.  Da Vinci had read Greek stories that glorified the horse as a “supernatural animal” and felt that riding a horse made a person divine.  
· Edgar Degas was fascinated by the movement of the horse.  Degas created an impression of a scene rather than giving all the details.
· In the 19th Century United States, horses were critical to settling the West.  Frederick Remington did many western paintings and sculptures of horses.

· Many 20th Century artists’ work showed images of horses, including:  Pablo Picasso, Wassily Kandinsky, Franz Marc, and Rene Magritte.    
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Horses in Art
Project 
Description:  Drawing Horses

Materials:
· Manila drawing paper – 12 inches x 18 inches

· Pencils

· Crayons, Colored Markers
· Step-by-step drawing guides
Activity:

· Decide what style of horse you will draw and what the horse will be doing  (e.g., portrait; standing; moving; realistic; exaggerated). 

· Using pencil, sketch a horse that is either stylized (simple lines), naturalistic, or  exaggerated.  After the horse is sketched, color with crayons or markers, if desired.
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