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Art of India
Presentation Outline
· Poster No. 1
Elephants with Riders, Third-second centuries B.C.
The theme is a symbol of power.  Elephants and animals in general have long played an important role in Indian religion, theology, and literature.  They are smart, loyal, steadfast workers and strong in battle.  The elephant based on its size, strength and loud trumpeting cry became a symbol of power in ancient India.  The medium used here is baked clay, called terra-cotta.  It is not a realistic depiction of an elephant, but rather a simplified form.  It shows us the high esteem in which elephants were held and shows some elements of Indian processions.  It is not known whether this was a toy or used for a household decoration.  Is this like any toys or decorations you have in your home?  Why do you think this piece is in a museum?  Because it is beautiful, because it is old?  How does the elephant appear to you, weak or powerful, threatening or calm? 
· Poster No. 2
A Buddhist Altarpiece
The theme in this altarpiece is goddess worship.  The goddess seated in the center is probably Cunda, a Buddhist goddess of wisdom.  She is identified by the seed-filled lemon in her right hand, symbolizing knowledge.  On her right is the savior goddess Tara, who holds a lotus flower.  The goddess on Cunda’s left also holds a lotus, as well as a handful of jewels, but her identity is uncertain.  The lotus is a common symbol which is used as a metaphor for transcendence because if grows from the mud, through the water and flowers in the air (like a person who lives in the world but remain untouched by its problems and sorrows).   Also, the lotus blooms daily symbolizing the cycle of life.  The younger goddesses are idealized women and not intended as specific portraits.  This altarpiece is made of bronze.  Each village in India has its own shrine to honor a goddess as well as shrines to other gods.  Why do you think works created for these places are considered art?  Discuss the symmetry and balance of this piece, placement of the figures.
· Poster No. 3
The Buddha as Conqueror of Mara, C 850 A.D.
The theme for this piece is devotion.  The image of Buddha touching the earth refers to the goal of Buddhist practice, achieving enlightenment.  Mara is the tempter or the inner foe of man who is responsible for temptations.  This piece is carved from stone.  It show his common characteristics like snail-shell curls (formed when he cut his long, princely hair), the wheels at the bottom of his feet and hands (referring to the wheel of law, which he set in his first sermon), and his serene, well-delineated but idealized facial features.  This was probably commissioned and donated by the monk seated at the base of the sculpture as a demonstration of his devotion.  Besides the wheel, what other symbols do you see in this picture??
· Poster No. 4
Dancing Ganesha
The theme of this piece is good fortune.  As the god of wisdom and good fortune, Ganesha displays certain attributes or qualities.  He holds his broken tusk, used a weapon or writing tool, and his bowl of favorite sweets, symbolizing abundance.  He also holds an ax in his upper right hand and a bunch of mangoes in his upper left hand, representing fertility.  Ganesha’s dance evokes a sense of playfulness and child like joy.  Here Ganesha dances a happy jig on top of a lotus flower.  Ganesha is one of the most popular Hindu gods.  Every Hindu temple has a shrine dedicated to him and he is also worshipped in almost every home.  He is so widely loved because he is the god of lucky beginnings and good fortune.  He is the god who can remove any obstacle.  This piece is made of bronze and copper alloy.  Think of four objects that have personal meaning to you.  Were they made to be works of art?  Do you consider them art?  Why or why not?  What would need to be changed before you considered them art?
· Poster No. 5
A Royal Tiger Hunt, 1730-1731
The theme here is the image of a ruler.  Rulers have always been (and still are) concerned with their image, and how it conveys their authority.  The work was commissioned by a king to show himself as lord of his land.  It was painted for King Sangram Singh II who ruled Mewar in western India.  He was known as a Rajput or prince.  Rajput paintings were influenced by Mughal art, a combination of Indian, Persian and European traditions.  It was intended to show his strength and skill.  The king appears seven times in the painting.  Notice the halo over his head.  This work was done on paper with paints that are similar to watercolor.  The same people are shown over and over; each scene is like a piece of action minutes apart.  It is like a storyboard, can you figure out what is happening?

· Poster No. 6
Architecture

The Taj Mahal

The Taj Mahal was a palace that Shah Jahan built as a memorial for his wife, Mumtaz Mahal (Light of the Palace) who died in 1631.  Taj Mahal means “crown of palace.”  It is probably the best known building in India.  It was built between 1631 and 1643 in the Islamic style shown by pointed arches, minarets and domes.  The Taj Mahal is built of white marble and includes imbedded gemstones.  

Vishwanath Temple, Khajuraho

This was built in 1002.  The is one example of the many Hindu temples of Khajuraho.  This temple is known for its sculpture including a three-headed image of Lord Brahma, lions guarding the northern entrance, elephants on the southern side, a 6 foot high Nandi bull, and a highly carved exterior.

· Poster No. 7
The Adventures of Hamza

The Hamzanama (Story of Hamza) was a series of action filled stories that told the adventures of Hamza and others as he traveled the world spreading the teaching of Islam.    Emperor Akbar (ruled from 1556 to 1605) had them put into a series of books, 14 volumes illustrated by a collection of 1,400 miniatures.  These miniatures use strong, bold colors with realistic looking people and animals in action.  This style affected the art for the next 200 years.
· Poster No. 8
Lord Shiva
All the paintings on this poster focus on Shiva, a principal god in the Hindu religion.  In Hinduism, Shiva is either the supreme God or one of the gods of the Trinity.  These were painted in the late 18th and early 19th centuries.  Lord Shiva is the destroyer of evil.  He represents ultimate manhood.  Lord Shiva is seen in the painting hold his wife, Parvati in his left arm.  Another is of Lord Shiva dancing.  Another represents the Gangadhara, where Lord Shiva is said to have saved the earth.  When the sacred river Ganges descended to the earth, the earth could not handle it, so Lord Shiva came to the rescue by taking it on his head.  He is said to have absorbed the entire river into his locks of hair and then discharged it later at a bearable pace.  This is usually symbolized by a streak of water seen flowing off of Lord Shiva’s hair.  There is also a depiction of the Shiva family descending to earth from Mount Kailash.  This has been portrayed by many artists.  In this painting Lord Shiva is seen descending with his wife, Parvati and his two sons, Lord Ganesha and Karttikeya.  They are riding their pets, Lord Shiva his Nandin, Parvati her lion, Ganesha his mouse and Karttikeya his peacock.  The descent of the family symbolizes that all is blissful and evil is being kept away.
· Poster Nos. 9, 10
Indian paintings  
These are a series of paintings from the late 16th to 18th centuries during the Moghul rule.  Some are examples of Miniatures and some are paintings.
Compare the various paintings fro their subject, style, detail, color.  Notice the details in the many paintings.  Can you tell which ones are Miniatures?
Art of India
Vocabulary

Miniatures

Buddhism


Hinduism





Vedas


Jainism


Moguls or Mughals
Background

· India has a long, rich history of art.  The art of India was highly influenced by religion—Hinduism, Buddhism, Jainism, Islam and Christianity are just a few examples.

· India was the birthplace of three religions:  Hinduism, Buddhism, and Jainism.

· Buddhism was founded by a young man named Siddhartha, who was born to the chief of the Shakya tribe.  The young man renounced his noble birth and all its riches to seek enlightenment.  He was discouraged by the death and destruction that he saw in the world.  He left his wife and son and sought to find a better way.  He is said to have been sitting under a bodhi tree meditating at Bodhgaya (eastern India) when obtained “enlightenment: or everlasting life and became known as Buddha.  Buddhists believe that in order to break the endless chain of birth and death, you have to try to extinguish your desires.  Among the methods various schools of Buddhism apply towards this goal are: ethical conduct and altruistic behavior, devotional practices, ceremonies and the invocation of bodhisatvas that help them achieve Nirvana, renunciation of worldly matters, meditation, physical exercises akin to hatha yoga, study and the cultivation of wisdom.
· Hinduism is dedicated to the gods of the Trinity:  Brahma, Vishnu and Shiva.  Brahma is the creator, Shiva is the destroyer and Vishnu is the protector.  Ganesha was the son of Shiva and was half man/half elephant.  Other notable characteristics are a belief in reincarnation and karma, as well as personal duty or dharma.  Hinduism is the most common religion in India today.  
· Jainism is a more extreme version of Buddhism and is practiced by about 10% of India today.  One tenet of Jainism is that all life is precise and you must show respect for all other creatures and therefore practices no violence to life in any form, including vegetables.
· India is geographically and culturally very diverse.

· The Gupta period during the 1st and 2nd century was known for the art of Buddhism which included Buddha in much of the artwork.

· The next major period was that of Hinduism.  Much of the art of this period was dedicated to the Hindu gods, primarily Brahma, Vishnu and Shiva—the gods of the trinity.

· Invasion by Moghuls brought Islam and their art to India in the 15th century.  A strong tradition of art began with Babur, the first Moghul emperor.  A popular style of art was the Miniature, page sized drawings that were highly stylized, detailed and colorful.

· Indian art has various forms like painting, sculptures (made of stone, wood, ivory, clay and metal), carvings on hills and caves.  Dance and music are considered to be a great form of art.  That is the reason you find lots of pictures based on the dance forms in temples and palaces of kings.  The famous temples constructed by  carving the hills and caves are Khajuraho, Mahabalipuram, Konark, Hampi, temple of thousand pillars in Warngal, Amravathi, Ajantha and Ellora caves.  Hampi has many carved pillars and its special feature is that when you tap each pillar, it makes the sound of a particular musical instrument.

Resources

Books – 
5 colorful paperback books provided by Lavanya Ravulapalli
Web sites –
The Adventures of Hamza,  http://www.asia.si.edu/exhibitions/online/hamza/hamza.htm
Art of India
Project 
Description:  
Create a contemporary mythological being (god), considering such things as birth, development of purpose, physical characteristics, attributes, and capabilities.  For example, “Envira, the Green Goddess” rising from the ashes of a trash dump, she is armed with things to protect the environment, electric car, recycling bins, trees and plants, etc.  Have the children sketch their creations and color them on paper.
Materials:
Paper
Colored pencils

Ideas:

Goddess of the Environment

Goddess of Peace

Destroyer of the Ozone

God of the Forest

God of Animals

God of Lake Anne (riding donkey)

Goddess of any subject:  math, reading

God of Sports: soccer, softball

Goddess of Recess

Goddess of Seasons

Art of India 
Inventory Notes 

#1
Elephants with Riders




#2
A Buddhist Altarpiece






#3
The Buddha as Conqueror of Mara



#4
Dancing Ganesha










#5
A Royal Tiger Hunt






#6
Architecture 
#7
The Adventures of Hamza
#8
Shiva





#9
Indian Paintings (4 images)



#10
Indian Paintings (4 images)





Lake Anne Elementary GRACE Art   2008-2009

