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Frida Kahlo & Diego Rivera
1907-1954

1886-1957
Presentation Outline
· Poster 15 – Diego Rivera and Frida Kahlo can largely be credited with bringing Mexican Art to the word stage.  Both artists took great pride in their cultural heritage and filled their paintings with the intense colors of the Mexican landscape and the spirit of the ancient Mayan and Aztec people.  
· Poster 6  - Diego Rivera (affectionately known as “frog face”) and his twin brother Carlos were born in Guanajuato, Mexico in 1886; however, Carlos died of an illness before they turned 2.  Worried about Diego’s health, his parents sent him to live with a nurse in the mountains.  As a child, Diego loved to draw and had a habit of drawing on walls and doors.  Instead of becoming angry, his father supported his talent and lined his room with chalkboards for Diego to draw on.  Diego studied art in Europe and even became friends with Picasso and experimented with Cubism; but his passion for Mexico and its artistic influence drew him back to the strong, massive simple forms of Pre-Columbian art.
· Posters 11 & 17 -  Frida Kahlo was born in Coyoacan, Mexico in 1907, and grew up in a beautiful blue house built by her father called ”Casa Azul”.  She contracted polio as a child and walked with a limp.  Because some children teased her, Frida created imaginary friends.  Her great imagination came to her rescue after she was in a tragic bus accident at the age of 18 that left her bedridden for a year.  During her recovery Frida’s father gave her an easel and oil paints to keep her occupied.  She asked for a mirror to be placed above her bed and began to paint self portraits.  At the time of her accident Frida was studying to be a doctor at the National Preparatory School; however, during her recovery she realized her true calling was art.  Frida’s dream was to have her own art show in Mexico; however, when the time came her health was failing and she was in terrible pain.  The doctors felt she was too ill to attend and insisted she not leave her bed, so Frida had herself transported in her large, ornate 4 post bed to the gallery so that she would not miss it.
· Poster 12 – While working on painting murals at the Ministry of Education (Diego Rivera p. 110 – 101) Diego met Frida.   The two shared a passion for art, communism, and the plight of Mexican peasants.  They soon fell in love and were married on Aug 21, 1929.  Frida was Diego’s 3rd wife.  She was half his age and at 5’3 and 98 lbs half his size (He was over 6 ft and 300 lbs).  The couple was referred to by friends and family as the Elephant and the Dove.  Despite their tumultuous marriage the two seemed to have a deep love and understanding of each other.  At one point the couple divorced, but found they could not live without each other and were eventually remarried.  Because of her accident Frida endured a great deal of pain and disability for her entire life; Diego remained by her side until she died in 1954.  After she died, Diego turned her childhood home “Casa Azul” into a museum dedicated to Frida.  He died 3 years later.  Both artists left behind a rich legacy of paintings celebrating Mexican tradition, myth and culture.
· Poster 8 – Diego and Frida were both inspired by Mexico’s rich history and culture, and turned to the art of the Mayans and Aztecs for their inspiration. Both were born under the dictatorship of Gen. Diaz and lived through the Mexican Revolution in 1910.  The political atmosphere of the times were strong influences on both artists who were active supporters of the communist party and  used their art to educate the public, protest oppression and advance the cause of the working class.  The couple had a very large collection of Pre-Columbian sculptures.
· Poster 4 –  Diego felt that only the wealthy could own paintings on canvas, and he wanted to create art that everyone could see.  Diego believed that art should be enjoyed by the masses and that it could be used to educate the peasants who could not read about their history and the plights of the Mexican people.  He believed his murals could help them to gain a better way of life.  Diego was known to spend hours and days at a time up on his scaffold while working on a mural.  Once he fell asleep while working and fell off; thankfully he was not seriously hurt.  Diego was hired to create beautiful frescos all over Mexico and was eventually hired for many jobs in the USA.  Nelson Rockefeller commissioned a mural for the RCA lobby (Diego Rivera p. 165), but when Diego included the communist leader Lenin the project was eventually shut down and destroyed.  In Detroit, Diego pained a mural for the Auto Industry.  His painting only included the auto workers and assembly line.  Although this was controversial at the time, Edsel Ford supported his refusal to change it and the workers thanked Diego because they realized that he had shown how important their work was.
· Posters 9 & 13 – Frida used symbols to tell a story.  She told stories about her life of pain and her love of Diego, her animals and her homeland through her paintings and self portraits.  Although much of her work is considered to be surrealist, she disagreed stating “I paint my own reality.” 
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Frida Khalo & Diego Rivera
Project 
Description:  Special Self Portrait
Materials:
· White Construction Paper
· Pencil and eraser
· Pastels
· Mirrors to look into while drawing
Activity:

· Frida Kahlo told her story through her self portraits.  She used symbols to represent  thoughts and feelings that can not typically be seen.  The students will draw self portraits and use symbols to represent their thoughts or mood.
· Using construction paper, pencil and pastels, students will draw a self portrait that tells the story of their life at this moment in time.  They can include the things that are important to them in the portrait to help tell the story
· The children may use the mirrors to help get details right, but representing their thoughts, loves, hates, hopes and dreams is more important than accuracy.  Remind the children that Frida’s portraits do not look exactly like her, she tended to exaggerate or eliminate certain features to represent her pain and insecurities.
Frida Kahlo & Diego Rivera

1907-1954

1886-1957
Vocabulary

Murals
Scaffolds
Surrealism

Fresco
Self Portrait
Symbols

Kahlo & Rivera - Highlights

· Frida Kahlo & Diego Rivera can be credited with popularizing Mexican art through out the world.  They wished to express the unique qualities of Mexican Culture, myth and rituals through their art.  

· Both had illnesses as children that required active imaginations to keep up their spirits
· Both were raised by parents who encouraged the development of their talents
· Both artists were political activists and very concerned with the cause of the Mexican peasants.
· Diego painted FRESCOES (wall paintings) for the common man who could not read to teach him his heritage.
· Diego used strong, massive, simple forms based on Pre-Columbian art and created movement and pattern by repeating forms.

· Frida used SYMBOLS to tell a story.  Her story was about her life of pain and her love of Mexico

· Some people call Frida a SURREALIST.  However, she claimed “I paint my own reality.”
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