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Introduction

Claude Monet (Moe-nay) was born in Paris in 1840, then moved to LeHavre on the coast of France when his father went into the grocery business.  Monet did not like school, but liked to roam around outdoors.  He would spend his time in classrooms drawing caricatures (cartoons) of his teachers.  When he was 15, a local seacoast painter named Eugene Boudin introduced him to the experience of painting outdoors on the Normandy coast.  Monet later wrote: “Suddenly a veil was torn away; …my destiny as a painter opened out to me.”
During his lifetime, he painted constantly.  He produced over 3,000 paintings, spending his whole life trying to capture the freshness of light outdoors.

Slide 1:  Self Portraits (1886, 1917)
In 1859, when he was 19, Monet moved to Paris.  He met artists, poets and writers who got together to exchange ideas and discuss new discoveries.  He continued to enjoy painting outdoors.

When he was 25, Monet had two paintings accepted in the Salon, the traditional art show in Paris that all artists wanted to have their works included in.  
Slide 2: "Camille Monet and Child"
Several years later, however, his work was rejected and his life became very difficult.  He was married, and had a child, but very poor and had a hard time supporting his family.  Sometimes he cut up his canvasses into small pieces so that his creditors wouldn’t take them to sell to settle his debts.

Slide 3:  Traditional Landscapes /Lorrain "The Herdsman", Corot "Forest of Fontainebleau"
In 1874, Monet and some of his friends who had also been rejected by the traditional shows organied their own show.  The critics called it “Salon des Refuses.”  Traditional paintings at that time were focused on being as realistic as possible – detailed and precise.  
One critic made fun of Monet’s paintings saying, “you can’t see anything; it is only an impression.”  Many of the people who came to see these paintings made fun of them because they were so unclear and hazy.  People began to call the painters who painted the outdoors like Monet “Impressionists.”
Slide 4: The Artist's Garden at Vetheuil" 1880
Notice the people walking down the stairs – only the one closest to the viewer has any clear details at all, but nevertheless, it’s clearly an adult and 2 children walking down into the garden.  The stairs, if viewed up close, don’t look anything like stairs – but from a distance, it’s clear that’s what they are.
Slide 5: "Road to Vetheui" 1880 
Before Monet, landscape painters generally made their sketches out-of-doors but they always worked on the actual paintings in the studio – with dimmer lights and without looking at the actual scene any longer, just painting from notes and memory.  Therefore, their paintings didn’t sparkle like Monet’s.  He painted in a very different manner.  He felt he had to set up his easel and paint outside to capture the shifting spots of light and shadows.  He did not use brown or gray for shadows – always blues and purples.  He put bright spots of color next to each other, and let the eye of the viewer mix them together.  He discovered that “complementary colors” placed next to each other seemed brighter and more intense.
Slide 7: "Parc Monceau" 1876 
Around this time, scientists discovered that a ray of light passing through a prism was refracted into bands of all the colors in the spectrum.  Monet tried to use his eyes like a prism and break the light up into bands of color like a rainbow.  Using different colors to describe an object that is a solid color is called “Broken Color”, for example, painting a red ball with spots of red, orange, green, and blue rather than just different shades of red.  Using the various colors to show highlights and shadows would be “broken color.”
Slide 8 - 9:  Scenes on the Seine River (3 paintings)
Monet was especially fascinated with the effects of light on water.  He built a “floating studio”, a boat where he could sit and paint.  It was a like a large raft with a canopy that Money could sit under to avoid the sun

Slide 10:  Impressionism (2 paintings)/"Bridge Over Pool of Water Lillies" - same subject of painting twice, at different times of day

Monet tried to paint nature in all aspects – sunlight, rain, snow, sunrise, sunset.  He frequently painted one thing at different times of day because the changing light would make his vision of what he saw so different at different times.  He painted very quickly, covering the whole canvas with thick spots of paint.  Every time the light would change, Monet would change to a new canvas.  He could sometimes paint on 20 canvases in one day, but other times he would work on the same canvas at the same time each day until the painting was complete.

Slide 11 - 12: "Women in a Garden" and “Woman in Garden”
The Impressionists had several shows, but people continued to make fun of their paintings and Monet struggled to make enough money.  One man, Dr. Hoschede, helped him until Hoschede’s fortune disappeared and then so did the Doctor, leaving his wife and 6 children behind.  Monet was left with two women and 8 children to care for.  He traded his canvases for shoes and food.

The Monets and Hoschedes moved to Vetheuil, north of Paris, in 1880.  Soon after, Madame Monet became ill and died.  

This was where Money first discovered the Seine River and his love of painting light on water.  Exploring the Seine River Vally, he came upon Giverny, 50 miles northwest of Paris, and moved there in 1883.  By then, Paul Durand-Ruel was selling Monet’s work, and his success was finally increasing.  After 7 years of renting a house, he was able to buy it, and then later buy the land across the road, where he enlarged a small pond to make a water garden – a subject of some of his later paintings.

Slide 13 - 14:  "Waterlillies"
One of the series of paintings that Monet attempted was the large water lilly paintings begun whenMonet was 73 years old.  He worked on this task until he died, and they have been compared to Michaelangelo’s Sistine Chapel.  Monet painted 19 panels, each 6 and a half feet high, some as much as 20 feet wide.  He had a special studio built for them, that had a skylight ceiling as high as a 6-story building.

Slide 12:  Paintings from his Garden in Giverny
The gardens, house and 3 studios and pond in Giverny have all been faithfully restored and are open to the public today as a museum of Money’s life.  Monet spent much of his life nurturing these gardens and painting light as it fell on all that grew there.  He collected Japanese prints, and he patterned the bridge he built over his pond after a Japanese bridge from his collection.  He also planted willows along the banks of the ponds like the Japanese traditionally do.  Monet planned his gardens carefully so that flowers bloomed during every season.

Monet died in 1926.  His influence on future paintings was, and still is, tremendous.  He changed the way people look at the world, especially at nature, and inspired a whole group of artists to paint with bright colors and expressive brush strokes.

Since Giverny was opened as a museum in 1980, there have been many exhibits of Monet’s work, and he has become extremely popular.  We even fill our gardens with broad varieties of colors and flowers in imitation of his vision.

CLAUDE MONET

HIGHLIGHTS

·  Monet always painted outside directly from nature, trying to capture the effects of light on objects.

·  His paintings at a show with his fellow “Salon des Refuses” artists earned the name “Impressionists” for those who painted with bright colors and short heavy strokes of thick paint.

· Monet painted on a different canvases every time the light changed, up to 20 in a day.

· He did many series of paintings of a single scene or subject, over different times of day and different seasons.

· In his later years, Monet bought a farm in Giverny, cultivating a beautiful garden water-lily pond which gave rise to one of his most impressive series, “Waterlillies”.  Many of these were inspired by his love of Japanese gardens in his prints.

· His techniques include:

· Broken Color

· Complimentary Color

· Effects of sunlight

· Thick, heavy brush strokes

· Contrast of paintings in a series

· Monet’s paintings have had a strong effect on gardens and home decoration today; they are extremely popular.

Claude Monet
Project – Impressionist Picture of 

Flower Arrangement
Materials:

Large flower arrangement

White Drawing Paper 

Pastels

Activity:

Monet felt it was extremely important to “paint what he saw.”  Since we can’t take the children outside to a garden, we’ll simulate bringing the garden to them.  Pretend we just went out and picked a basket full of flowers…now we’re going to draw it.

The children are going to use the pastels to simulate the thick paint strokes like Monet.

Put the arrangement where the whole class can see it – if possible, near the windows, or under a light where there is a shadow across it, or other light variation.

Ask the children to draw the colors “broken down” into the various colors on the spectrum to show the “impression” of the arrangement without trying to draw each individual flower, stem or leaf, or the details of the basket.
Encourage them not to draw an outline of anything (flower, leaf, basket) to “color in,” but instead to use soft strokes and shading to cover small areas, overlapping complimentary colors against each other to achieve an effect.  

Encourage them to try for putting colors together in a way that looks messy up close, but when held up and away from the viewer, gives the impression of the flowers or basket.

When some are done, or nearly so, show the comparisons of how different views from different places in the room, and from different artists (students) show such different versions of the same arrangement.
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