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      Presentation Outline

Slide 2: What is Graffiti? Is Graffiti new art or old art?

· Graffiti is images or letters painted, scratched, scrawled, or marked in any form on property. Graffiti is publicly displayed markings and/or images that can appear as words, letters, and wall paintings.

· Graffiti has existed since the Ancient times and has been uncovered on Egyptian monuments and walls, on the walls of Pompeii, and in the catacombs of Ancient Rome.

· Graffiti has been found to date back to 30,000 BCE and was cave paintings and pictographs which were used to depict historical events, ceremonies, and traditions of the time.

· Graffiti has been used to trace the history and language of past cultures such as the Romans, Greeks, Mayans, and Vikings.

Slide 3: Modern Day Graffiti, art vs. vandalism:

· Graffiti is often thought of as a form of vandalism brought about from the hip hop cultures and New York City style subway graffiti.

· However, modern graffiti was made popular in the 1920’s on railroad cars and subways and during World War II by American troops who would write “Kilroy was here” through the world. Graffiti was used by various student protest movements before and during in the 1960’s in Europe and Asia, and in the U.S. by different political factions to express their discontent with the American government.

· Graffiti began as a way to record history, transformed into a method to express discontent with governments or policies, and became an artistic outlet to mark cultural movements. It became synonymous with different musical genres, and was first popularized in the late 1970’s and early 80’s with the rise of hip hop.

· Contrary to popular belief, only 20% of all graffiti art is created by gang related vandalism. 

 Slide 4: The World is Introduced to New York Graffiti

· During the early 1980’s, New York Graffiti artists became a focus of various PBS documentaries and were incorporated into several movies of the time such as “Beat Street” and Wild Style”.

· People began to view these artists as actual talented individuals rather than just as vandals. 

· Keith Haring was one of the most popular graffiti artists of the time and incorporated pop art into his graffiti. Haring helped to push graffiti into the commercial mainstream as graffiti became recognized as a true art form.

· The accessibility of spray paint and permanent markers also assisted in the “ease of art” for graffiti artists and made traveling and production of graffiti much easier for individuals to spread throughout the city and into the suburbs.

. 

Slide 5: Forms of Graffiti Art

· Tag

· Throw-up

· Piece

· Roller or blockbuster

· Wildstyle

· Stencil

Slide 6: Tagging, Throw-up, and Piece

· A “tag” is the graffiti writer’s signature. It can be simple or complex in form and usually represents the writer’s style. 

· “Throw-up” is a quick outline of a form using one to three colors

· A “piece” is a more intricate and elaborate rendering of the artist’s name. It usually incorporates many colors and stylized letters.

Slide 7: Roller/Blockbuster, Stencil and Wildstyle:

· A “roller” covers a large area and usually uses only two colors. This style is done mainly to take up a large amount of space and prevent other individuals from painting on the same space.

· A stencil is another form of the throw-up and uses a premade cardboard stencil to create the graffiti.

· Wildstyle is complex style of graffiti writing using interlocking letters and merging points.

Slide 8: 

· As graffiti art became popular, people began to accept and appreciate graffiti artists as true contributors in the art community. Cities often commissioned graffiti artists to cover large areas of walls in order to add aesthetic appeal to concrete and to ward off any potential unsanctioned vandalism.

· Towards the end of the 80’s, increased security in subways and city beautification projects lead to less amounts of large unsanctioned graffiti to be produced. At the same time, art galleries, private collectors, and museums embraced graffiti as an art form and began to commission pieces on large walls, building spaces, and in galleries.

Slide 9: Bansky

· Bansky is the pseudonym for a British graffiti artist, his real name and identity has remained unknown.

· Bansky was born in 1974 in Bristol, England and claims to have been influenced by local artists and sought to prove the British government wrong in labeling graffiti as vandalism with no artistic value.

· Bansky often depicts satirical commentary of the British government and Aristocracy through his work.

· In the early 2000’s, Banksy’s works began appearing in exhibitions and quickly gained notoriety and popularity among collectors. In 2007In the early 2000’s, Banksy’s works began appearing in exhibitions and quickly gained notoriety and popularity among collectors. In 2007, a piece of his work was auctioned for over half a million dollars.

· Bansky’s work has been in the Museum of Modern Art, the Metropolitan Museum of art, painted on the Israeli West Bank Barrier Wall, on abandon homes in Louisiana after Hurricane Katrina, and found throughout Europe.

  Slide 10: SABER

· SABER was born in Los Angeles and at the age of 13 began using graffiti as a creative outlet after he saw the Belmont Tunnel- a well-known graffiti covered area in Los Angeles.

· SABER became known as not only a graffiti artist but also as a graphic artist and designer and was hired by Harley- Davidson, Levis, Hyundai and Scion for his diverse ability. He has also done graffiti work and landscapes on movie sets and music video shoots.

· In 1997, SABER completed the largest graffiti piece ever on a cement bank next to the Los Angeles River. The piece stretches almost as far as a football field and can be viewed by satellite photo clearly.

  Slide 11: Kurt Wenner

· Another form of graffiti art that has emerged is chalk and pavement art.

· Kurt Wenner’s works are the most recognized pavement art forms as they not only life-like but also 3-D in form.

· Wenner studied chalk drawings and classical painting in Italy and incorporated techniques from Renaissance artists in his method of 3-D chalk drawing forms.

· By age 16, Wenner was already being commissioned to create works of art as has since created artwork and graphic designs for NASA, the city of Mantua, the cities of Westwood and Fresno, California, numerous museums, and was followed by National Geographic for a documentary on his work entitled “Masterpieces in Chalk”.
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           A Class Graffiti Mural

Materials:

Roll Paper

Markers

Scotch Tape


The class should first decide if they would like to create a mural as group image which represents their class or as separate individuals artists representing their own style.

            The docent should tape a large sheet of roll paper on the wall directly outside the classroom. The children can use the markers to create their own graffiti wall and experiment with the different techniques discussed in the presentation such “tags”, “blockbuster”, “wildstyle”, “piece” etc.
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