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                                 SCULPTURE OF EARLY AMERICAS

                                                  (MAYAN AND ESKIMO/INUIT)

 Sculpture is an artwork created by shaping or combining hard materials - typically stone - or marble, metal, glass, or wood. Softer ("plastic") materials can also be used, such as clay, textiles, plastics, and softer metals. Sculpture is an important form of public art. We need to understand two terms before beginning:

1) Sculpture in the round or three dimensional sculptures – shows the figure from all sides (front, back and sides)

2) Relief sculpture – is carved on a flat surface .The front and a bit of side can be seen but the back is flat. There are two types of relief sculptures. If a figure sticks out a lot , it’s a high relief. If it sticks out a little it’s a low relief.

There are 4 ways to make sculpture- carve, cast, mold or assemble. We will look at 2 different cultures of the Americas. The Mayan and the Inuit. 

MAYAN SCULPTURE

The Mayan civilization is divided into three time periods which engulfed 3,000 years. The first is the Pre-Classic Period spanning from 2000 B.C.-250 A.D. The second is the Classic Period which spanned from 250 A.D.-900 A.D. The third is the Post-Classic Period which spanned from 900 A.D.-1500 A.D. The Maya lived in the eastern one third of Mesoamerica, mainly on the Yucatan Peninsula.  It existed throughout Mexico/Central America .   The last great culture of this civilization to grow was the Aztec. 

 Like the Egyptians Mayas were also known for Pyramids. It has been suggested that temples and pyramids were remodeled and rebuilt every fifty-two years in synchrony with the Maya Long Count Calendar. Maya architecture is first of all the lay-out of the impressive houses, courtyards, and temples where the kings resided, characterized by the immense horizontal floors of the plazas located at various levels, and the broad and often steep stairs connecting these. Dam-like causeways spread from these 'ceremonial centers' to other nuclei of habitation.  They created extensive cities with temples, pyramids and palaces. Ceremonial platforms were commonly limestone platforms where public ceremonies and religious rites were performed. Observatories The Maya were keen astronomers and had mapped out the phases of celestial objects.  Many temples have doorways and other features aligning to celestial events. Ball courts.   As an integral aspect of the Mesoamerican lifestyle, the courts for their ritual ball-game were constructed throughout the Maya realm and often on a grand scale. The ball court bounded by wall sometimes decorated with relief carving told about the game. Clay figures of the players as well as painting of a game in progress and ruins of the ancient ball court have added to our knowledge of the game.  The Mayas were related to Nature and believed in God. 


                            SCULPTURE OF EARLY AMERICAS 

                                           MAYA AND INUIT

VOCABULARY

Three dimensional sculptures      Relief sculptures        Hieroglyphs

Stelae       Inuit       Kashim      Shaman      Raven     Inua       Codices.

HIGHLIGHTS:
1. Sculptures can be three dimensional or high or low relief.

2. Religion was the center of the Maya culture. They had many gods and goddesses. They developed elaborate decorative patterns on their sculpture and developed a sophisticated system of writing and astronomy. They were known for building pyramids, temples and palaces.

3. Eskimos were very eco friendly and also believed in gods. Most objects were utilitarian or religious and were carved and decorated.

4. They believed in INUA or spirit.

5. They created masks to represent these spirits.

The Maya covered the walls and doors of their buildings with sculptures of gods, kings and captives. Huge masks of gods often covered the walls. The Mayas also carved free standing monuments called stelae (STEE-lee), or stone pillars, which they placed in rows in front of the temples. The carvings on the stelae usually show a single standing figure, with hieroglyphs giving historical information and dates. Images show battles, celebrations, sacrifices, and kings taking the throne. Maya culture is distinguished by graceful lines and a greater naturalism. The Mayas also carved thrones, benches and large stone objects that maybe altars (An altar is any structure upon which offerings such as sacrifices and votive offerings are made for religious purposes, or some other sacred place where ceremonies take place)  rounded or rectangular. They had no metal for tools but used hard stone, volcanic glass, bone, wood and abrasive twine to carve. They made paper by pounding the inner bark of the wild fig tree and coated it with lime. Scholar and artists painted elaborate records on this paper. The books on the bark paper were CODICES. 
The Mayans were fond of jade (jade is an ornamental stone). Many stone carvings had jade inlays, and there were also ritual objects created from jade. It is remarkable that the Maya, who had no metal tools, created such objects from jade, a very thick and dense material. The fine carvings were made by rubbing cords across the jade, using water and small particles of stone to cut the gem. Imagine the patience it took to make just one small figure.

The Pre-Hispanic people of Mesoamerica developed a very strong civilization that was passed down from one generation to the other .Their beautiful carving give us a great deal of information about a very intelligent and advanced civilization.

ESKIMO/ INUIT SCULPTURE
  Eskimos  are indigenous peoples who have traditionally inhabited the circumpolar region from eastern Siberia (Russia), across Alaska (United States), Canada, and Greenland. There are two main groups that are referred to as Eskimo: Yupik and Inuit. The primary reason that Eskimo is considered derogatory is the arguable, but widespread perception   is that in Algonkian languages it means "eaters of raw meat."or "he eats it raw". The Inuit inhabit the Arctic and northern Bering Sea coasts of Alaska and Arctic coasts of theNorthwest Territories, Nunavut, Quebec, Labrador, and Greenland.

The Eskimos were manly fishermen. They believed that every creation, plant, animals, rocks, man had its own spirit or INUA, which lived after death. The Eskimos hoped that by treating the INUA with respect, the INUA would allow themselves to be caught by good hunters in the future. This highly influenced their sculpture. They lived in partly underground turf driftwood house. The harsh land and weather dictated a civilization of survival, making it necessary to use every scrap offered by nature. They carved out of stone, ivory, driftwood, and also used feathers, bones and sinew. Mot object made were utilitarian and if they were not worth making they were worth decorating. Some examples are:

1. Ivory plugs- with faces – used to patch the skin float used for hunting seals.

2. Floats- carved from driftwood.

3. Darts- used to pear sea animals

4. The bola – weapon twisted around the head and thrown to entangle waterfowl.

Interesting objects carved from wood and used by Eskimos were the snow goggles made with narrow lit for eyes which helped them to hunt without snow blindness. 

Inuit religion was closely tied to a system of rituals integrated into the daily life of the people. These rituals were simple but were necessary. They were passed down from generation to generation by the SHAMAN or the head priest. He recited the epic of mythology in the KASHIM or men’s house. The RAVEN was the chief deity of Eskimo religion. He was considered too powerful to be shown so only his footprints were drawn or carved as a sign of his presence and power. When Raven became manlike he wore a mask atop his head. Shamans wore mask to keep away evil spirits.

The Eskimos were strong environmentalists. This was a sensible religion that respected preservation of nature and ecology. This is depicted in the “pierced hand” in Eskimo art. It symbolizes that when man hunted animals or plant, some food always slips through the hole in his hand.

What do you think of this belief? Should we practice it in today’s life? Why?
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                              PROJECT

Soap Sculpture 

Materials
      Bar of Ivory soap
      Plastic knife or spoon or tooth pick
      Pencil
Preparation
-       Cover desks with newspapers
Activity

-     Choose from an animal shape, Mayan Stelae or Mayan gods.
-      With a pencil, draw the outlines directly on the soap.  Keep a very simple shape. 
-      Hold the soap in one hand and begin carving the soap outlines, cut slowly and carefully towards you (this is the safest way to handle the knives, even plastic ones).  Be careful not to press to hard because the bar of soap will crumble. 
-     Take your time!  Carve away small slices at a time and at different angles.  Remember you can always take away more of the soap, but you can’t replace what you’ve already carved.
-     Use a pencil to add various textures or to gouge parts of the soap.  To smooth the surface, scrape the soap by pulling the knife towards yourself.
-     Keep the knife as clean as possible.  The soft soap slivers will cling to it and make carving difficult.
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