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      Presentation Outline

Slide 2: William Johnson

· William Henry Johnson was born in Florence, South Carolina in 1901.

· From an early age, William Johnson knew that he wanted to be an artist. Johnson moved to Harlem to live with his aunt and uncle and worked various jobs to save money for art school. In 1921, he was admitted to the National Academy of Design.

· Johnson won numerous awards and prizes for his work and his mentor, Charles Hawthorne, raised money to Johnson to Paris in order to study art. Johnson then remained in Europe painting for the next 12 years.

Slide 3: Johnson and Expressionism

· Expressionism is the desire of an artist to express their his or her feelings about a particular subject rather than create a realistic picture of the subject

· Johnson became known as a painter who used the Expressionism style for his works. He used bright and bold colors for his paintings and crooked figures. Johnson mainly painted landscapes and portraits during this time.

· While in Europe, Johnson met his future wife, a textile artist named Holcha Krake. Together, they traveled through France, Germany, Luxembourg, and Belgium visiting art museums and other cultural institutions.

· Johnson moved back to New York City in 1929 and entered a contest sponsored by the Harmon foundation, a foundation dedicated to supporting and promoting African American artists and their work. 

· Johnson’s European inspired landscapes and portraits began to be noticed in the New York art community and Johnson’s work soon became notice by collectors.

· Johnson married Holcha Krake and together they moved back to Europe in 1930. The mixed race marriage of Johnson and Krake was very controversial in America for the times. Johnson felt that Europe offered more freedom and less prejudice. Although, with the rise of the Nazi party in the mid-1930, Johnson and Krake decided they would better off if they moved back to the United States.

Slide 4: 

· Johnson and Krake moved to Harlem in 1938 and Johnson obtained a teaching position at the Harlem Community Art Center. 

· At this time, the Harlem Renaissance, a cultural movement that centered on African American artists of all types was born. Johnson was captivated by the music, dance, people, and feeling of Harlem at the time. He sought out to try and capture the feeling of the Harlem Renaissance and how it affected him. 

· Johnson’s painting style dramatically changed from expressionistic portraits and landscapes to African American based themes and scenes. Johnson called this new style “primitive”. He used bright colors and broad, emotional brush strokes in his painting. 

· Most of Johnson’s most famous paintings came from this time period.

Slide 5, 6, 7: 

· Johnson liked to paint “everyday” scenes from African American life and religious themes. World War II also left a deep impression on him and he painted scenes from the African American impact of the war.

· Some of his paintings during this period became controversial as other artists felt as if Johnson’s primitive paintings represented a crude and unpolished type of art that was hurtful to the image of African American artists during this time.

· Johnson stated that his artwork was a return to “folk”. His simple forms and bold colors showed the true nature of his “folk” and the essence and spirituality of the moment.

Slide 8,9,10 : 

· In 1944, Johnson’s wife passed away. He was very upset over her death tried to find comfort through painting religious scenes. He also returned to the place of his birth, Florence, South Carolina and painted many portraits of his family members.

· In 1946, Johnson returned to Denmark to exhibit his artwork once again in Europe. Unfortunately, he became very ill from a brain disease and had to return to New York. Shortly thereafter, he was placed in a mental institution where he lived for the remainder of his life until passing away in 1970.

· When Johnson became ill, most of his artwork was placed into storage in a warehouse in New York City. His lifetime of work was almost destroyed as he failed to keep up the fees for the storage of his art. The Harmon Foundation intervened and took ownership of his work.

· In 1967, the Foundation closed and most of his work was donated to the Smithsonian American Art Museum where it remains today as the owner of largest collection of Johnson’ work.
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    Portraits

Materials:

8.5"x 11" White Drawing Paper (or 12"x18" for tempera paintings)

Oil Pastels (Cray-Pas)

Alternate Materials:

Crayons

Markers

Tempera paint, brushes, paper plates for disposable palettes

Draw a portrait of yourself or someone in your family using Johnson’s primitive style with bright, bold colors and wide strokes using the oil pastels. Think of what type of emotion you would express through your portrait and choose colors to represent this feeling.

There is a CD of "Harlem Jazz" in the back of the yellow folder inside the portfolio case. Play the music in the background to inspire the students' expressive paintings.

Tempera paint may also be used in lieu of oil pastels. The larger paper size is better suited for wide, expansive brushstrokes.

Whether oil pastel, paint, crayon, or marker, a black outline may be used in the style of some of Johnson's folk portraits.

Tempera paints may prove challenging for those classes held in trailers where there is not a source of water for easy cleanup. Oil pastels are an excellent alternative and are much easier to tote.

Lake Anne Elementary GRACE Art 2010-2011


