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Presentation Outline
Slide1/Poster 1  Intro—

· Rodin was a French artist whose primary focus was Classical sculpture. He was born in France in 1840 and died in 1917.  

· His work resembles the styles of the ancient Greek and Roman statues.

· He is one of the most famous sculptors of his time.    

Slide 2/ Poster 13 Sketches—

· Rodin is also famous for his sketches. 

· He also was an accomplished painter working the mediums of oil paints and watercolors.  

Slide 3/ Poster 3 Influences—

Renaissance art and in particular Michelangelo’s drawings and sculptures influenced Rodin’s classical style.

Slide 4/ Poster 4  “ Mask of Man with Broken Nose” –

· His first major work.
· His inspiration was an elderly working class man.
· The salon 1864 which judged France’s art that year rejected it.
· Rodin wanted his work to show emotions and lifelike attributes. 
Slide 5/ Poster 6 “ The Thinker”—

· Rodin’s most famous work and sculpted in 1880.
· The original was only 27 inches tall and then was made to be the large size of nearly 7x4x4.5 feet. The latter is housed outside due to its large scale.
· The origin sculpture was bronze and part of “The Gates of Hell” sculpture, also by Rodin.
· Regarding “The Thinker” Rodin once said : “What makes my Thinker  think is that he thinks not only with his brain, with his knitted brow, his distended nostrils and compressed lips, but with every muscle of his arms, back, and legs, with his clenched fist and gripping toes.” 
Slide 6/ Poster 8 “ The Age of Bronze”—

· Was seen as so life like by certain art critics that it was presumed a mold of a real man.
· After this sculpture, Rodin vowed to show more imperfections and to create only works which were larger or smaller size than real life. 
Slide 7/ Poster 9 “ The Gates of Hell” –

· Originally meant to be a set of doors for a French museum but that was later cancelled.
· Inspired by the book “ Divine Comedy “ by Dante.
· Contains many individual sculptures which Rodin often changed around. The “Thinker “ is one of these.
· Was seen as somewhat of a diary of Rodin’s life as he spent decades working on it.
· The work was unfinished at the time of Rodin’s death in 1917.
Slides 8 &9/ Posters 11&12 “ Burghers of Calais”—

· A monumental sculpture reflecting the story of 6 French councilmen who were willing to surrender their lives for their city of Calais.
· Was built twice by Rodin. Once with the figures connected at the base and another time with the figures positioned separately. 
· The version depicted in poster 12 is housed at the Hirshhorn Museum and Sculpture Garden in Washington D.C.
· This work depicts a great deal of emotions in the faces of the men. 
Slide 10/ Poster 14 Busts—

· Victor Hugo, 1864, bronze, 7 x 4 ¾ x 5 ½ in, Musee Rodin, Paris
· Gustave Mahler, 1909, bronze, 13 3/8 x 9 ½ x 8  5/8 in,  Musee  Rodin, Paris 
Later in Rodin’s life—

· His workshop in the town of Meudon  was very active and Rodin was one of the few famous sculptors that not only taught men, but also women.
· Before Rodin’s death he donated his works to his home country of France.  They can be seen at the Rodin Museum in Paris, France.

  Auguste Rodin
Project 

Materials: 

· Pencils
· Drawing Paper 
· Sculpting Clay  
Project:  

· Sketch a picture of your hand making look as realistic as possible.
· Sketch a face of a person real or imaginary showing a strong emotion.
· Use the clay to create a sculpture of your hand or a bust of a person.
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