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Presentation Outline
Slide 1 – Intro

-
“Roof” 2005, National Gallery of Art in Washington, DC 
Slide 2 – The Environmental Sculptor
-
Goldsworthy is an environmental sculptor.  Meaning he makes use of his natural surroundings to create art forms.  He explores and experiments with various natural materials such as leaves & grasses, Ice & snow, stones, wood, sand and clay.
Slide 3 – Andy Goldsworthy…
· Born in Cheshire, England in 1956 and grew up in the countryside near Leeds. 
· As a teenager he worked as a farm hand and had his first encounters with creating and manipulating the landscape.   He explains, “Farming itself is a sculptural process.  Fields are ploughed, bales of hay are stacked, walls are built.  The day is spent shaping and re-creating what is around you.”

· In 1974 he went to Bradford Art College and a year later was accepted into the Fine Arts program at Preston Polytechnic in Lancaster.
· After completing school he traveled the world experimenting with alternating climates and the diverse geographical materials available.
· In 1986 he moved to Dumfriesshire, Scotland where he lives with his wife and 4 children today.
Slide 4 – Human Relationship with Nature
-
Goldsworthy’s artwork reflects the relationship of nature and human existence.  His work shows that although we as humans have some ability to control nature, eventually, in the end, nature controls us.
-
Goldsworthy views his works as a mission to remind humankind of its impermanent nature in comparison to the shifting landscape. 
-
"The fact that someone has walked in a place where I work, has lived in it and died in it, gives what I do its context, its depth. The fact is that we live our lives on top of other people's. That's why I don't like work that claims a place. That's not the intention."
Slide 5  - Organic Materials
· Goldsworthy uses organic materials such as leaves, rocks grasses, trees, water, snow and ice as well as seasons and natural cycles to create temporary works of art.
· He does not use any factory made adhesives, paints, tacks or nails.  Everything is from the surrounding natural environment (mud, thorns, chalky rocks, etc. are used to secure and color his sculptures)

Slide 6 – Rock & Stone
· River Rock finished with Gold Leaf
         - looks as if it is painted gold but it is colored with wet gold leaves
· Stone by Andy Goldsworthy published in 1994

· Broken Pebbles
     - a chalky rock was used to create the white shading on these rocks
Slide 7 – Grasses & Leaves

· Iris Leaves with Rowan Berries
· Russet Circle

- a muddy substance was used to color leaves
· Golden Dandelions
· Leaf River Stone 1999, Ithaca, NY

-
Blades of Grass 1999
Slide 8 – Ice & Snow
· Ice Sculpture from the Rivers and Tides Documentary
- icicles held together with saliva
· Ice Ball
-
Snow Circles 1987, Japan
Slide 9 – Wood

· Wood by Andy Goldsworthy, published 2010

-
Knotweed Stalks and Derwent Water
· Oak Stacks 2003
· Sticks, Anchorage, AK 1995

- held together with ice
Slide 10 – Cairns
· Cairns are intentionally laid piles of stones, sometimes used to mark hiking or climbing trails, places of spiritual significance or used as memorials.

· East Coast Cairns 2001,  New Rochelle, NY
-
Ice Cairn
-
Wood Cairn

-
Cairn in the Woods, Ithaca, NY
-
Cairn at Penpont, Scotland
Slide 11 – Arches

-
Arch by Andy Goldsworthy & David Craig, Published 1999

· Arches 2005, New Zealand

-
Ice Arch 1990, London, UK
· Striding Arch 2008 Northern Scotland
Slide 12 – Walls

-
Stone River 2001, Stanford University
· The Wall at Storm King 1998
· The Wall that Went for a Walk
Slide 13 – Shadows

· The artist will often lie down in the rain or snow to create a shadow of himself.  He will also stand in a frosty field as the sun comes up, causing a frosty shadow when the sun melts the surrounding frost away.
· More pics in Time p. 16-17 & p. 20-21
Slide 14  - Process
· Most of Goldsworthy’s landscape sculpture is fleeting due to melting, decay, the effects of the tides, wind and seasonal changes.

· He states, “I want to get under the surface.  When I work with a leaf, rock, stick, it is not just that material in itself, it is an opening into the process of life within and around it.  When I leave it, the processes continue.” 

· River Drawing on Stone 1988

Slide 15 – Photographing Works
· Because much of Goldsworthy’s work is either geographically inaccessible, impermanent, or often both he takes photographs of his projects.
· “Ice Snake” was created in 1999 in Nova Scotia.  It is a majestic wiggle that stretched down a river briefly before melting under the sun’s heat.
Goldsworthy Resources on the GRACE Art Cart

Time by Andy Goldsworthy
Andy Goldsworthy: Collaboration with Nature by Abrams
Wood: Andy Goldsworthy by Abrams

Andy Goldsworthy
Project 

Materials: 

Organic Materials – rocks, shells, leaves, sticks, water, etc.
(there will be some on the cart, but if you have interesting leaves, 


rocks or other materials please bring them in for your class to use.)


Outdoor space (if weather is not permitting indoors will do)


Camera

Project:
1. Before your Grace Art Session let your teacher know that the project will involve taking the students outdoors.  The Center Courtyard will be available to use and some teachers may be willing to take their class out to the pathway that runs next to the school.
2. Gather interesting leaves, sticks, rocks, etc.
3. Find an appropriate spot and create a sculpture with the organic materials collected.

4. Photograph your work when done

5. If you have collected your materials from the surrounding environment leave your sculpture and allow the elements to alter it.  If you have used materials from the GRACE Cart please return them to the cart for the next class to use.
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